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“Exodus 2:1 to 19:25; 32:1 to 33:23; Deuteronomy 


421-8 
s. April 29.—Ruth, the Faithful Daughter 
The Book of Ruth 
6. May 6.—Samuel: Judge and Prophet ...1 Samuel 1:1 to 
4:1; 7:3 to 10:27; 11:12 to 13:15; 19:1 to 16.: 13; 
25:1; 28 : 3-20 


7. May 13.—David, the Poet King ...... 1 Samuel 16:1 to 
31:13; 2 Samuel 1:1 to 24:25; 1 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
8 May 20.—Elijah, the Hero of Carmel ...... 1 Kings 17:1 


to 19:21; 21: 1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
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2 Kings 18:13 to 20:19; Isaiah 1:1; 6: 1-13 
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10; 7: 1-15; 20: 1-6; 213 26; 32; 35: 1-19; 36; 37 : 11-28; 
39 : 11, 12; 42: 1-11; 43 : 4-10 
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Nehemiah, Chaps. 1 and 2; 4 to 6; 8: 9-12; 12:31 to 13:31 
12. June 17.—Esther, the Patriot Queen. The Book of Esther 
13. Review: Great Men and Women of the Old Testament 








HENEVER advertising has a real message for 

you, the response of your mind to the sugges- 

tion mav well lead to an inquiry addressed to the ad- 
vertiser. An answered advertisement of something 
you need is much more useful than one merely read. 




















His Nay 
By Julia H. Thayer 


No good thing will hé withhold.*Psalm’84: 11 


OD’S Nay more blessed answer is 
When spoken unto thee, 
More tender — freighted down with love — 
Than any Yea could be. 


x Rt 





Teachable 


Those who are really great are always teachable. 
A friend of the late John Wanamaker tells of a meet- 
ing of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Ex- 
ecutive Committee when an important matter con- 
nected with the World’s Sunday School Association 
was presented by Dr. George W. Bailey. Mr. Wana- 
maker was present, and, as the matter was discussed 
he gave his reasons for believing that the State As- 
sociation should take a certain course. Others dif- 
fered with him, and gave their reasons, Finally the 
question was put to vote, and all the members of 
the Executive Committee agreed in differing with Mr. 
Wanamaker, — his voice alone was on the other side. 


The great Sunday-school leader and business exec- 
utive, whom they all respected and loved, then said 
quietly: “Gentlemen, I have had a suspicion for some 
minutes that I might possibly be wrong on this mat- 
ter,—and now know I am.” It was a graceful 
and memorable exhibition of humility and teachable- 
ness. And that was a source of Mr. Wanamaker’s 
greatness and power. If we would be greater than 
we are, one way might be to become more teachable. 


Pat 
God’s Problems 


God has his problems. He is never puzzled by 
them; he is never baffled; he is never discouraged. 
He sees the end from the beginning. But, as_his 
Word plainiy shows, having created men and spirits 
with free will of their own, he permits them to have 
their way and thus he has to work out his problems 
while reckoning with them as factors. The late 
Charles G. Moore, of sainted and loved mem- 
ory, said in an. address at the Keswick convention 
in England on “The God of Jacob’< “‘I am poor 
and needy, but the Lord thinketh upon me.’ God 
counts me as one of his problems, to which, by all 
his resources of power and grace, he will give the 
highest possible solution. I do not know how this 
appeals to you, but it is an infinite delight to me, that 
‘the God of Jacob’ condescends to make my life one 
of his problems, whose issue, when he has done with 
it, he will not be ashamed of —neither shall I.” Did 
you ever praise God that you are one of his problems? 


> at 
The Challenge of Satire 


Satire sometimes saves. Satire cuts; and a cut- 
ting work is sometimes a saving work. It must, of 
course, be given in the power of the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish a really saving work. There is a strik- 
ing instance, in the Word of God, which most peo- 
ple have not realized is satire. It was Joshua’s word 
to the people of Israel, just before his death,—a 
word that has been made the Golden Text for the 
International Uniform Sunday-school Lesson of May 


ve 


Christ and the 


RITICAL scholars sometimes say that our Lord 
simply adopted the beliefs of his day without 
necesSarily sanctioning them as correct. Of 

this there is not the slightest proof, but very much 
to the contrary. On some of the most important sub- 
jects of his day he went directly against prevailing 
opinion. His teaching about God, about righteous- 
ness, about the Messiah, about tradition, about the 
Sabbath, about the Samaritans, about women, about 
divorce, about the baptism of John, were diametrically 
opposed to that of the time. And this opposition was 
deliberately grounded on the Old Testament, which 
our Lord charged them with misinterpreting. The 
one and only question of difference between our Lord 
and the Jews as to the Old Testament was that of 
interpretation. Not a vestige of proof can be ad- 
duced that he and they differed at all in their gen- 
eral view of its historical character or Divine author- 
ity. In all his life it was his custom to: support what 
he said and did by the Old Testament, and to bring 
everything to the test of that authority. Even such a 
critical scholar as Professor Curtis fully admits this: 
“Christ never repudiates its revelation and authority. 
He puts his emphatic seal upon the Old Testament, saying 
that its word cannot be broken, and that not one jot or 
tittle of the law shall pass away until all shall be fulfilled” 
(Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 3, p. 601). 


If the current Jewish views of the infallibility of 
the Old Testament were wrong, can we think our 
Lord would have been silent on a matter of such 
moment, about a book which he cites or alludes to 
over four hundred times, and which he made his con- 
stant topic in teaching concerning himself? If the 





This editorial was commenced in last week’s issue and 
is here concluded: Each section, however, can be read 
independently. 





20: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve” 
(Josh. 24:15). Most of us think that Joshua, in 
these words, was challenging Israel to decide whether 
to serve Jéhovah or heathen gods. Joshua had in- 
deed just pleaded with his people to “fear Jehovah” 
and to “put away the gods.” But he continued: “And 
if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were beyond the River,- or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and*my house, we will serve Jehovah.” 
Make up your mind this day, was Joshua’s challeng- 
ing, cutting satire, which heathen god you will serve, 
if you won't serve the only true God. And the satire 
saved Israel, as they cried out in answer, “Far be it 
from wus that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve 
other gods.” Have we squarely faced the question 


ourselves, when we are not wholly following God, 


just which “gods” we had better follow? 
a? 


When God Must Act Quickly 


God is never an instant late. He may keep from 
us the knowledge of what he is going to do; but 
he always has his perfect plans successfully made. 
All we need to do is put ourselves wholly into his 
hands, ask his guidance, follow his leading, and count 
confidently on his best blessings. A Christian man 
was considering moving to another home, but did 
not know just where he ought to go. He prayed, and 
no clear leading came. Then he received word that 
the house he was living in had been sold over his 
head. And he wrote a friend that he was praising 
God for the plan that he knew God niust now have 
for giving them speedily a new home. God abun- 
dantly justified that man’s unquestioning, joyous con- 
fidence in Him. God is the best real estate Manager 
we can have, as he is the best Banker, and the best 
Provider in every way. God is very practical, — the 
most practical Person in all the universe. When the 
Holy Spirit wrote, “God shall supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus,” 
he knew that many of our needs are temporal and 
physical and financial, And when God says, “every” 
he means every. 


8 - 
Jews were wrong, our Lord either knew it, or he did 
not. If he knew it, why did he not correct them as 


in so many other and detailed instances? If he did 
not know it—but a believer can not finish such a 
sentence ! 

The Bishop of Ripon (Dr. Strong), although pre- 
pared to admit on some points the possibility of our 
Lord having accepted the views of his time without 
necessarily sanctioning them, yet makes the following 
significant qualification: 


“It would still, we think, be necessary to believe that 
Moses existed, and was inspired to be the founder of Jew- 
ish law; and that David existed, and was inspired to be 
the founder of Jewish poetry. For this is not merely a 
literary question. Unless we take leave of the Gospel nar- 
rative altogether, we cannot deny that Christ represented 
Judaism as a special preparation, upon the field of his- 
tory, for himself. A series of unembodied literary ideas is 
not a historical preparation. In many cases, therefore, 
when questions of authorship can be shown to involve the 
whole character of Judaism and its relation to Christ, we 
cannot be satisfied with a merely literary discussion of 
them” (Manual of Theology, p. 131, note). 


Nor can this witness to the Old Testament be met 
by asserting that the limitation of our Lord’s earthly 
life kept him within current views of the Old Testa- 


ment which need not have been true views. This - 


statement ignores the essential force of our Lord’s 
personal claims as “the Word.” 

On more than one occasion our Lord claimed to 
speak from God, and that everything he said had the 
Divine warrant. Let us notice carefully what this 
involves. It is sometimes said that our Lord’s knowl- 
edge was limited, and that he lived here as Man, not 
as God. Suppose we grant this for argument’s sake. 
Very well; as Man he lived in God and on God, and 
he claimed that everything he said and did was from 
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God and through God. If, then, the limitations were 
from God, so also were the utterances; and, as God's 
warrant was claimed for every one of these, they are 
therefore Divine and infallible (John 5: 19, 30; 7: 16; 
8:26; 12:49; 14:10, 24; 17:8). Weare justified in 


urging that the utterances as well as the silences must‘ 


be faced, because God was behind both. The fact 
is that it is impossible to speak of our Lord’s Kenosis, 
of Self-emptying, without at the same time remem- 
bering his Plerosis, or Divine Fulness of Word and 
Work. Even though we grant to the full a theory 
that will compel us to accept a temporary disuse or 
non-use of the functions of Deity in the Person of 
our Lord, yet the words actually uttered as Man 
are claimed to be from God, and therefore we must 
hold them to be infallible. ‘ 

We rest, therefore, upon our Lord’s personal claim 
to say all and do all by the Father, from the Father, 
for the Father. 

Besides, want of knowledge is not error. Our 
Lord may voluntarily have been limited in knowl- 
edge without being in error in regard to what he 
actually said. He may not have known everything 


during his voluntary acceptance of life as a man, but. 


what he knew he knew. Some years ago Professor 
Kennett of Cambridge wrote, on “Christ the Inter- 
preter of Prophecy,” and the comments of the editor 
of the Expository Times, are worth noticing: 
“Have the men who make so much of the ‘ignorance’ of 
our Lord considered this matter fully? They say that his 
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knowledge of the Old Testament was the knowledge of 
contemporary Judaism; they say that when he spoke of 
the One Hundred and Tenth Psalm as. David’s he knew 
no better. Have they tonsidered how eften he separated 
himself from contemporary Judaism when he had occasion 
to refer to the Old Testament? In this very conversation 
on thé One Hundred and Tenth Psalm he asked’ a simple 
question. He referred to an obvious difficulty: ‘If David 
calls the Messiah his Lord, how is he then his Son?’ But, 
obvious as it was, the Pharisees had not thought of it and 
could not answer him” (Vol.- 17, p. 195). 


It should be added that there is, of course, no ques- 
tion of partial knowledge after the resurrection, when 
our Lord was manifestly free from all limitations of 
earthly conditions. Yet after his resurrcction also he 
set his seal to the Old Testament (Luke 24: 44). 

When our Lord said, “Moses wrote. of me,” did he 
mean what he said? When in one passage he speaks 
of the law of Moses and immediately after calls it 
the Word of God, is not this a testimony at once to 


the human instrument and the Divine authority?- 


(Mark 7:10, 13; Mark 12:26;. with Matt. 22:31). 
Our Lord’s positive statements on the subject of the 
Old Testament are not to be rejected without charg- 
ing him with error. If, on these points, on which 
we can test and verify him, we should believe that 
he is not reliable, what real comfort could we have in 
accepting: his higher teaching, where verification is 
impossible? But we are on absolutely safe ground 
when we say that what the Old Testament was to 
our Lord, it must be and shall be to us. 





Why “the Water” as well as “the Blood”? 


The Scripture statement that “blood and water” 
flowed from the side of our Lord after the spear 
of the Roman soldier had been thrust into his dead 
body has been a difficulty to many, while to others 
it has been a convincing proof of the accuracy of 


the Gospel narratives. A scientific explanation of 
what happened was recently given to an inquirer by a 
Christian physician, Dr. illiam H. Chisholm, of 
the United States Public Health Service at San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., and a copy of his answer has been sent 
to The Sunday School Times. He says: 


“When Jesus Christ died upon the cross, in all prob- 
ability his heart ruptured and the blood extravasated 
into a sac which surrounds the heart called the ‘peri- 
cardium,.’ The blood, upon standing, separated into two 
layers, an upper, a clear, white liquid, in appearance 
exactly like water; and a lower, a thick, red fluid con- 
taining the red corpuscles and other cellular elements 
of the blood. When the soldier pierced his side he 
evidently struck this sac or ‘pericardium,’ ‘and forth- 
with came there out blood and water.’ 

“When John wrote this, the circulation of the blood 


had not been discovered. The physiology of the phe- 
nomenon which John describes was unknown. The dis- 
tinguished medical author, Sir James Simpson of Edin- 
burgh, the discoverer of chloroform, during his life- 
time is said to have written an article in which he 
argued on scientific grounds that at Christ’s death his 
heart was ruptured, 

“To me this alone is absolute, irresistible, and un- 


answerable proof that the writer of the Fourth Gos- 
pel was an eye-witness of what he describes.” 


In his “Treatise on the Physical Cause of the 
Death of Christ” (Hamilton, Adams and Co., Lon- 
don, out of print), William Stroud, M.D., observed: 
“It may with certainty be affirmed that between the 
agony of mind which the Saviour endured in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and the profuse sweat mingled 
with clotted blood which so rapidly followed it, vio- 
lent “palpitation of the heart must necessarily have 
wntervened; this being the only known condition 
which could have been at once the effect of the for- 
mer occurrence, and the cause of the latter, In like 
manner, when on the cross this agony was renewed, 
and by the addition of bodily suffering was increased 
to the utmost intensity, no other known condition 
could have formed the connecting link between that 
mental anguish and his sudden death, preceded by 
loud exclamations, and followed by an effusion of 
blood and water from his side when afterwards 
pierced with a spear, than the aggravation even to 
rupture of the same violent action of the heart, of 
which the previous palpitation and bloody sweat were 
but a lower degree, and a natural prelude. . . . The 
cause now assigned for the death. of Christ, namely, 
rupture of the heart from agony of mind, has been 
Proved to be the result of an actual power in nature, 
fully adequate to the effect,” 


The statement by Dr. Simpson to which Dr. Chis- 
holm refers was made in a personal letter in which 
he said in part: “I do not believe that anything could 
possibly account for this appearance, as described by 
that apostle, except a collection of biood effused into 
the distended sac of the ‘pericardium’ in consequence 
of rupture of the heart, and afterwards separated 
as is usual with extravasated blood into those two 
parts, namely (1) crassamentum or red clot, and (2) 





watery serum, The subsequent puncture from be- 
low of the distended pericardical sac would most cer- 
tainly, under such circumstances, lead to the im- 
mediate ejection and escape of its sanguineous con- 
tents in the form of red clots of blood aad a stream 
of watery serum, exactly corresponding to that de- 
scription given in the sacred narrative, ‘and forth- 
with came there out blood and water,’,—an appear- 
ance which no other natural event or mode of death 
can explain or account for.” 

What sufferings our Lord endured for sinners! 
In Gethsemane and on the cross they literally broke 
his heart! 

*O blessed Christ; Thy heart did break 
On Calvary’s cross for me; 

And now my heart, in grief and love, 
Must give itself to Thee.” 


sa” 


When God Saved Keswick 
from Forest Fire 


Since the last report was made, in The Sunday 
School Times of April 28, of the progress of build- 
ing at Keswick, N. J., in getting ready to hold the 
Eastern Victorious Life Conference there “the third 
full week in July” of this year, the Keswick com- 
munity has been visited by a serious forest fire, one 
of those which have been ravaging that part of Jer- 
sey recently. The Lakewood and Bethesda cottages 
on the Keswick property were threatened and with 
difficulty saved. The Kilburn cvttage, just over the 
boundary of the Keswick estate, fell a victim to the 
flames, which swept on to the little bridge across the 





General Leonard Wood 
Condemns Modernism 


General Leonard Wood has uttered a striking chal- 
lenge to missionaries. 

“Thad been invited to lunch with him at Malacanang 
Palace {in Manila], and after lunch we had our- coffee 
on the veranda overlooking the Pasig River. General 
Wood is not a talkative man. | had talked with him on 
the general situation in the Islands, but had not succeeded 
very well, 

“*There is one thing I will tell you, doctor, although 
I cannot speak freely for publication as a rule,” he at 
last exclaimed.” ° 

Then followed an unforgettable deliverance from this 
remarkable man, whose military and government record 

been so fine. He condemned Modernism in the 
mission field, and he told why. His exact words will be 
ublished in full in next week's issue of The Sunday 
chool Times, in the first of two articles by a Brooklyn 
pastor, William Carter, D.D. These articles take up, 
maint, “The Darker Side of Foreign Missions” 
and “ The Brighter Side of Foreign Missions.” 

General Wood's challenge is likely to be quoted far 
and wide; it will be made public for the first time in 
this article next week. 
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lake leading up to the William Raws Memorial Build- 
ing. Mr. Addison Raws, Secretary of the Keswick 
Board, writes: “The Lord yesterday brought us 
th a very great danger- which we experi- 
enced from a forest fire. We believe it was 
simply answer to prayer that the William Raws Me- 
morial did not catch fire when the flames burnt right 
up to the bridge.” 

The. whole Sunday School Times family will re- 
joice with the Council of the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony and with all those connected with this work 
that God has thus safeguarded Keswick, — at 
this time when. definite work has begun to fit it to be 
a conference center for Victorious Life Conferences 
and other sound Christian. conferences. If any of 
the Keswick buildings had been destroyed, the work 
of preparation for the July Conference woild have 
been tremendously handicapped. “You can see what a 
close call it was for Keswick,” Mr. Raws added in 
his letter, “but it is always safe in His hands, and s 
are we.” 

In. addition to putting in the foundation for elec- 
tric light machinery, and for the water tank, a mixer 
is now being placed to prepare the concrete for the 
foundation of the new dormitory, to be erected from 
the materials taken from the “Victory Hotel” at 
Bristol, Pa., once used for war purposes, but which 
the government had put up for sale at an exception- 
ally low price. : as 

About $25,000 is yet needed to make it possible to 
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hold the Conference “for the third full week of . 


July” at Keswick. This will, in- addition to building 
the dormitory, provide for the enlargement of the 
William Raws Memorial Building dining-room facil- 


- ities, and will provide a large tent as an auditorium, 


Small gifts as well as large ones will be acceptable. 


A stream of dollar gifts is steadily coming in in an- ~ 


swer to the appeal already made for gifts of this 
amount. Have you sent your dollar yet? The total 
amount received in gifts and pledges has increased 
from $7,633.70, as reported. last week, to $8,900.45 
up to date. Will you continue in prayer for God to 
supply this need? Contributions or pledges may be 
sent to Mr. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, Room 80, Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Leaflets will be sent free of charge, upon re 
quest, describing Keswick fully and setting forth the 
plans proposed for making it a Bible conference cen- 
ter. 








A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 














Offered in Brotherhood meeting, March 10, 1907 


Father, we gather again with thankful hearts 
pape prayer and praise to Thee, O Thou who 
lovest us and dost never forget us. 

We thank thee for the light that is shining upon us 
and that cannot be put out, and that wherever we go wo 
see a Star and feel a Power that directs us aright. We 
are not here this morning because we are so well satisfied 
with ourselves. O Father, we are more and more sensible 
of our blackness. We never know until we stand in the 
light of Thy presence how dark is the shadow which our 
sin casts. There is much black blood within us all, evil 
blood that stirs us to be ugly with one another, ugly at 
home, difficult to get along with, that makes us forgetful 
of prayer, unwilling to read the Word of God, and quite 
content to find any excuse to stay away from Thy house 
and from Thy people. 

O Father, we pray Thee to heal us and cleanse us from 
all sin. Have pity upon us. We have faith _to believe 
that Thou canst take away all spite, all disposition to be 
ugly, and canst help us to conquer, Thou hast done it 
for other men; we ask Thee to give us the same power 
that has made them strong and enabled them to win the 
battle, that we too may obtain victory. a 

O Lord, do Thou bless the men who are striving, some- 
times against great odds, to do the right at their work 
among-men who taunt them and make it hard for them. 
Help them that they may adorn the Gospel by consistent 
living and Christlike conduct. We pray for the men whose 
ways have been through great caverns of darkness; for 
those who have been swimming in waters beyond their 
depth, for those who have felt the flames of the furnace 
of affliction; for those who are weary and ready to halt. 

Bless dear brother G—’s family, now motherless. We 
thank Thee for such a mother and wife, who nursed her 
husband until he got well again; and who, when the poor 
tired body could not again recover its strength, committed 
herself to God, leaving us the memory of her faith and life. 

We pray for dear brother Mc—, who has had to carry 
his wife away to the country and lay her in the silent 
grave among her kindred. We thauk Thee for the faith 
that led her to whisper in her last moment; “The Lord is 
my Shepherd. All is well. I shall not want anything with 
such a Shepherd.” 

And now Father, come to us and give us a blessing that 
will last throughout the week. May Thy presence go with 
us. We ask it in Jesus’ Name. Amen, 


Have you neglected to study the Second Comi 
because “it’s too deep”? Ford C. Ottman’s brieh, 
clear studies in “The Coming Day” will give you 
what you need. The book may be had from 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cts., postpaid. 


























Lesson for May 20 


1 Kings 17:1 to 19:21; 21:1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
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Ireland’s New Day of Grace 


Revival blessing sweeping over Ulster 


~ 





veterans in the North of Ireland that not since 

the memorable Fo of 1859— when the great Re- 
vival burst into flame and brought a new day of 
the Lord, not only to Ireland but to many other parts 
of the world as well—have such waves of blessing 
passed over the land as those which to-day are sweep- 
es all ranks and classes into the Kingdom of God. 

have just returned from a visit to. the Northern 
State —as that part of Ireland which includes Ulster 
is now: designated —so that I am able to tell from 
my own observation, as well as from the evidence 
of trustworthy Christian friends, about the deep 
change which is coming over all ranks and classes 
by reason of this Divine visitation. 

The human factor is the Rev. William P. Nichol- 
son, who, although himself an Irishman, is the evan- 
gelist of the Bible Institute at Los Angeles. After 
missions in Australasia and in the United States, Mr. 
Nicholson returned to his native land on what was 
supposed to be a brief. furlough. His “leave” ex- 
pired in the early summer. of 1922; then, in conse- 
quence of the marvelous way in which God was using 
him, it was extended for a year. 


_Two Thousand Black but Shining Faces 


For nearly a year Mr. Nicholson has been at work 
in the city of Belfast. When I was over there a 
few days ago he was conducting his seventh mission 
there. In this mission, held in Ravenhill Presbyterian 
Church, finely situated in the Ballymacarrett district, 
extraordinary scenes have been witnessed. One night 
the church was packed with about 2,400 men straight 
from their work in the shipbuilding yards, and on 
that occasion 207 of them stood up for Christ. “What 
a night that was!” wrote Mr. Nicholson to me a day 
or two later. “I was never in a meeting like it in 
my life.” When in Belfast it was my good fortune 
to see a similar gathering, and that gathering I shall 
attempt to describe. 

The church was packed to overflowing with men 
straight from their work in the shipbuilding yards in 
Queen’s Island, many of their faces and hands as 
black as coal, but the faces shining, nevertheless, with 
the joy and the glory of the Lord. There were fully 
2,500 men in the congregation. This great company 
marched straight from their work on the “island,” 
headed by the brass band of the Salvation Army. 
Attired in their working clothes, with their faces 
and hands still soiled with their day’s toil, without 
even waiting for a cup of tea, these men lined up in 
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a torchlight procession, singing as they marched, and’ 


along a route at least two miles in extent. 

A crowd of several thousand people waited out- 
side the church to witness their arrival. Stretching 
right across the road between the place of worship 
¢ and the public park, this throng completely blocked 
the street, and tramways and motor cars could only 
pass ‘through at a crawl. When at last the proces- 
sion reached its destination, the crush at the entrance 
was so great that a solid stone pillar was actually 
moved several inches out of position. 

Inside the church when I entered, the sight was 
one rarely seen. Even up to the pulpit steps —- and, 
later on, the pulpit itself was invaded — the building 
was packed, including the very window ledges, 
boarded up for such an emergency. Down each aisle 
two lines of benches were as full as they could be. 
Coal-black faces looked up from all parts of the 
area and looked down from all over the gallery. And 
all were singing—not in that half-hearted manner 
so characteristic of the average congregation, but 
with “all the stops out,” as Mr. Nicholson is so fond 
of saying. 

It was Alexander’s hymns they were singing, and 
as chorus followed chorus, as soon as Mr. Nichol- 
son assumed control, and hymn followed hymn, it 
almost seemed as if the great Gospel leader who put 
brain and heart into the selection of the hymns and 
the compilation of the bogk were present in spirit 
to guide and inspire. 

One had only to look round to see that the prevalent 
happiness was genuine, and not artificial. It was 
barely seven o’clock when Mr. Nicholson ascended 
the pulpit, and he was on his feet for nearly three 
hours without once sitting down. Whenever ‘he 
called upon those in his audience to tell out the date 
of their conversion, there came a flood of responses. 

The overwhelming sense of joy that filled the place 
of meeting was now to manifest itself in what was to 
me an entirely new way. There were demonstrations 
of applause. That may seem a little strange as the 
words are read, but in the glow of holy enthusiasm 
flooding the building there was nothing the least in- 
congruous or irreverent. 

This, then, is what happened. As soon as the in- 
vitation was given, a young man in the gallery sprang 








In these days of materialism, doubt, and increas- 
ing lawlessness, it is encouraging to have such a 
report as this from across the ocean. It is an 
earnest to those who are praying for a revival in 
the body of Christ to hear this sound of a going 
in the tops of the mulberry trees. In the issues 
of The adie Sebock Times for May 20 and 27, 
1922, Mr. Maclean described an unusual spiritual 
awakening in Ulster, his first article being entitled 
“Revolution and Revival in Ireland.” The con- 
tinuance of the work for a year is certainly a 
mark of its genuineness and depth. 








to his feet, and shouted, “I will.” Instantly the meet- 
ing rang with applause, and stretching over towards 
him from back and front friends and companions, 
as well as others whp had no personal acquaintance 
with him whatever, gave him a warm handgrip or a 
hearty pat on the back. As each decision was regis- 
tered a similar ceremony was gone through, and thus 
all over the, place the breaking with sin and the com- 
ing to Christ gave rise to outbursts of delightful 
friendliness. Every decision marked a victory, and 
each victory was hailed with a fresh demonstration 
of joy. And all over the church they rose. I noticed 
one young man, who had literally jumped to his feet, 
pull some pieces of paper from his pocket as soon 
as he sat down and tear them into fragménts, “What's 
that you’re doing?” asked Mr. Nichotson, who never 
misses anything. “I’m tearing up my betting slips,” 

he shouted back, and at his answer the cheering 
broke out afresh. 

“T have been a Christian for forty-five years,” said 
a gentleman near me, “and I have never before seen 
anything like this.” Then he quietly added, “This 
is going to settle our city for us.” 


” 


A, Full Inquiry-Room 


While an after-meeting was in progress, I slipped 
into the inquiry-room behind. What a sight that 
was! Many were on their knees in prayer; others 
were having the way of life made clear to them from 
the open pages of the Word of God. Some of the 
workers, I noticed, were in their working clothes — 
just as they had come from the workshops. I as- 
certained later that no fewer than 158 men passed 
through the inquiry room that night. Among them 
was a tottering old man of eighty-two, teaning heavily 
on a couple of sticks as he walked. But young men 
were in the majority. 

One fad told me in the inquiry room that in almost 
every shop in the shipyard in which he is employed 
there is a dinner-hour Bible class. 

“You will be pleased to hear that the good work 
of the Revival is still going on steadily in Ulster, not 
only in the cities, but in the country districts also,” 
wrote a friend in Belfast to me the other day, not 
knowing that even as he wrote I was on my way 
across to see the work of God for myself. “I have 
just heard,” he continued, “of a very remarkable 
movement in some of the villages in County Down, 
where, in one week, almost two hundred persons have 
professed conversion. The greatest development, 
however, has occurred in the shipyards, in some of 
which as many as twenty daily prayer-meetings are 
being held.” And when one remembers that not 
so long ago the men in some of these works were 
divided by enmity and bitterness, the change is all 
the more noteworthy. 

As in every other movement cf the Spirit of God, 
old and young are meeting together for prayer, bring- 
ing before the throne of grace friends and loved ones 
not yet on the Lord’s side. The burden of souls 
weighs heavily upon many a heart, and the longing 
to see others brought into the fold is finding ex- 
pression in earnest outpourings. A medical student 
in Queen’s University told me that over twenty of 
his fellow-students are coming together every day 
for prayer and Bible study. In factories and- work- 
shops there is the same eagerness to meet in groups, 
and to plead with God for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends. 

With such a volume of prayer daily ascending to 
God, there is a corresponding anxiety on the part of 
the unconverted to find thé way of salvation. A 
friend gave me an illustration of this concern. One 
of the city ministers who is rejoicing heartily in what 
the Lord is doing was traveling on a tramcar when 
it was boarded by a tramway inspector, who also is 
in sympathy with the revival and has done not a lit- 
tle to win the tramway conductors and drivers to 
Christ. Getting into conversation, the minister and 
inspector spoke about the wonderful things that are 
happening, and then as the latter was about to step 
from the car he remarked that “streams of salvation 
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are to-day flowing all through Belfast.” After he 
had Pe. a gentleman in the tram left his seat and 
sat down beside the minister, remarking, “What that 
gentleman said just now is perfectly true; but I am 
not in the stream. Will you pray for me?” Tears 
filled his eyes as he spoke,.and before the minister 
had recovered from his surprise the man under con- 
Viction had left the car. 

Many of the tramway men have been brought 
to Christ. I think the number who have been con- 
verted is over a hundred. That they are bearing tes- 
timony to the fact will be seen from the following 
incident. On a recent Sunday, one of the passengers 
to a village outside Belfast was a man whose sole 
object in making the journey was to qualify as a 
bona fide traveler, and in this way obtain a drink. As 
he left the tram at its destination, he asked the con- 
ductor if ke could tell him where he could be served 
with the desired refreshment, “No,” was the answer, 
“but I can tell you where you can the water of 
life, and if you drink of that you will never thirst 
again.” Hurriedly leaving the conductor he ap- 
proached the driver and put to him the same ques- 
tion. And strange as it may seem, he received an 
almost identical reply. Then, suddenly, conviction of 
sin came upon kim, and he was in such distress that 
he sought out a minister in the village, and by him 
was led into the light. 

My friend Dr. Henry Montgomery told me of 
what is happening in his own mission in Shankill Road. 
There conversions are taking place not only every 
Sunday, but every night of the week. On the Sun- 
day before my visit there were 1,023 children in at- 
tendance@at the Sunday-school, and so deep was the 
spirit of inquiry that groups of teachers were seated 
with their scholars around them, praying with them 
and leading them to the Saviour. Dr. Montgomery 
also told me of two boys, each about “fifteen years 
of age, who came into his service one night in deep 
distress of soul, and asked if they could be con- 
verted there. They had been to the open-air meeting, 
and there came under conviction. They were soon 
rejoicing in salvation. Another night a little girl 
came with a similar request, and with a like result, 
for Shankill Road mission has ever been a birthplace 
of souls, and the workers there are familiar with the 
holy art of pointing young and old to Christ. I 
heard, too, of men and women seeking and finding 
the Lord in the open air, and of boys who preach 
with power and conviction at the street corners. In 
fact, open-air meetings are quite a feature of the 
city’s religious life to-day, and it is quite a usual 
thing for the crowds leaving Mr. Nicholson’s meet- 
ings at night to form into a procession and to stop 
at corners on the way home and tell out the good 
news of a free and full salvation. 


A Drunkard’s Midnight Conversion 


At Bangor, in which Mr. Nicholson has his tem- 
porary home, and where he himself came to Christ 
as a young man, there is also a new zeal in the Lord’s 
service. A.man in Bangor, a terrible drunkard, was 
overcome with conviction in the middle of the night. 
Rising up, he dressed himself and went to the house 
of a godly man, who led him to Christ. There are 
many other men with a similar experience and wit- 
ness, 

The churches in and around Belfast are sharing ia 
this glorious reaping- -time. One minister told me that 
there are conversions in his church every Sunday 
night; his Bible class is now so large that it has had 
to be divided into two, and there have been fully 
three hundred conversions in two weeks. 

Mr. Nicholson told me of a young man, the sec- 
retary of a football club, who made his decision for 
Christ. It seemed to hitn that his new profess‘on de- 
manded separation from some of the things which 
had formerly claimed him, and so he wrote out his 
resignation and sent it in. He was in some doubt as 
to the manner in which it would be received. His 
fellow-members, however, appreciating the good work 
he kad done, resolved to make him a presentation, 
and, honoring the step he had taken, gave him a 
handsome Bible, bearing the inscription, “Fight the 
good fight.” At one of the evening meetings, while I 
was in Belfast, Mr. Nicholson referred to this inci- 
dent. “And there’s the Bible,” shouted a voice from 
the area, and the happy young man held up the Book 
that all might see it. 

I have a letter from the Rev. Thomas M. Johnstone, 
minister of Newington Presbyterian Church. The 
revival had already begun in his church when Mr. 
Nicholson went among them. A drill company of 
seventy boys had been saved and had gone’ to soul- 
saving work. In spite of all that had been accom- 
plished, there were not fewer than 1,100 decisions as 

(Continued on page 282) 
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The breath of the Spirit in war-torn lands 


Varna, are described in a letter from Mr. 

Mishkoff, the Buigarian evangelist. A large 
hall in the former city, which seats fifteen hundred 
people, has been filled night after night, — galleries, 
stairs, entrances, platform, and _ passages being 
crowded. “We have seen hundreds of young men, 
students and workmen, running for the hall for seats. 
Women, business men, and parents are in their seats 
long before the time of opening. Never in the his- 
tory of this second city of Bulgaria have there been 
such meetings. Gospel songs are heard on the. streets, 
on in the last meeting some four hundred accepted 

rist.” 


The present revival in Ulster ranks with that of 
1859. It is reaching all classes, but especially workers 
in the shipbuilding yards. [This work of the Spirit 
is described in the article on page 279 in this issue, 
“Ireland’s New Day of Grace.” 

In other parts of the United Kingdom remarkable 
spiritual movements are occurring. The Scotch fish- 
ing village of Lossiemouth on the Moray Firth has 
been stirred wonderfully. Aberdeen, Glasgow, Bath, 
Bristol, Liverpool, villages in Lincolnshire, have had 
their visitation under the preaching of Douglas 
Brown and other evangelists. In Doncaster joint 
meetings of Noncomformists and Churchmen sing 
together Bonar’s hymn, 

“Thy name is love. I hear it from yon cross. 
Thy name is love. I hear it from yon tomb. 

All meaner love is perishable dross, 

But this shall light me through time’s thickest_glaom.” 


and work together under Mr. Brown’s leadership, 


Rivers: in Bulgarian cities, Philipolis and 


Pentecost in the Chinese Army.—On February 15 
four thousand soldiers in General Feng’s army were 
baptized. THis is the fruitage of weeks of evangel- 
ism and Bible study under the lead of missionaries 
of all denominations. These men were not baptized 
carelessly, nor did they make their confession to sat- 
isfy the wishes of their commander. They had been 
carefully trained and watched for months to make 
sure that they understood the step they were taking 
and that their lives corresponded with their profes- 
sion. 


Hidden Disciples in Islam’s Realm.—An amazing 
article in the Moslem World describes the under- 
ground Christianity which has come into being in 
recent years in Islam and which is actually organized 
with a supreme head in a certain city. These con- 
verts from Mohammedanism have their password and 
secret meetings, forming a veritable Christian free- 
masonry scattered throughout the Moslem world. 
The writer, Mary C. Holmes, when attending one of 
these meetings at which the communion was being 
celebrated behind locked doors, was accosted by a rug 


merchant with, “Of a truth thou art our sister. Thou 
art the first to understand us. We are Christian 
Christians.” 

“T sat in that meeting scarcely able to, credit my 
senses and witnessed a fervor of devotion rarely 


seen, an orderly type of worship, hymns, Christian 
hymns used only by themselves and sung from mem- 
ory, throbbing with love for the Saviotir of men. And 
women were there, Moslem women addressed as ‘sis- 
ters’ and unveiled. 

‘Are there others like you?’ I queried, incredu- 
lous. ‘Many,’ was the reply. ‘And where?’ I next 
asked, ‘Everywhere,’ was the answer.” 

The devotion of these secret Christians to the Lord 
ssa is thrilling. “I once saw one of them pick up 
rom the ground a fragment of bread, carefully wipe 
from it every trace of soil, and then reverently kiss 
it saying, ‘I never can see bread on the ground to be 
trodden under foot. Our Lord said of bread, ‘This is 
my body broken for you,’ It is sacred to me.” 

Those who want evidence that Christ lives and is 
walking to-day in the midst of his churches can find 
it in this article. “Have you ever seen Him?” asked 
a candy vendor of Miss Holmes. “Whom do you 
of she returned. “Jesus; have you ever seen 
mer 
_ “Only with the eye of faith,” came the disappoint- 
ing rejoinder. 

“But with these eyes, these eyes, I have seen him,” 
insisted the convert. 

So common is this experience in these circles of 
hidden believers that it is almost a test of disciple- 
ship. One of them told of being at a gathering in a 
neighboring city at which seventeen were present, and 
every one testified that he had seen the Lord Christ. 
They seem to doubt the reality of a conversion unless 
this testimony can be given. 


Won by the Word Itself.—It is noteworthy that 
this movement owes its strength not so much to di- 








rect missionary activity as to the study of the Word, 
a fact which ought to redouble our interest in Bible 
societies. A grave, long-robed official is wallet ize 
deck of a steamer and notices Miss Holmes. ith- 
out turning head or glancing at her he quotes a Bible 
passage. Later Miss Holmes speaks to him and gets 
a marvelous exposition of Scripture (book, chapter, 
and verse accurately quoted) from the lips of this 
seemingly devout Moslem who in reality is an ardent 
adorer of our Lord. As a young man in the Al 
Azhar University in Cairo he had lost his faith even 
in God’s existence, but a Bible gave him back love 
to God with faith in Christ added thereto. 

“Then followed such words of devotion to and 
love for Jesus and longing for him that I stood spell- 
bound, deeply stirred as I silently sent up words*of 
thanksgiving to our Lord for this new evidence of 
his power to draw all men to himself. ‘Don’t you 
think he is coming soon? I believe he is, because 
we need him so,’ were his good-bye words to me.” 


What Gave the Dying Colonel. Most Comfort.— 
“The president and nearly a quarter of the faculty 
of the Hokkaido Imperial University are Christians. 
This brief item in a mission report has its pendant in 
an account of the dedication in Sapporo, the seat of 
the university, of a beautiful church to the memory 
of William S. Clark. This church faces, as it hap- 
pens, a statue of General Kuroda, an early governor 
of the province who had much to do with the uni- 
versity’s beginnings. : 

Who was William S. Clark? An American sci- 
entist trained in Amherst and Goettingen, professor 


of chemistry, founder and president of .the Massa-’ 


chusetts Agricultural College. Also a Union colonel 
in the Civil War and a devout Christian. 

In 1876 he was asked by the Japanese government 
to establish the first agricultural college in Japan, that 
at Sapporo, and in a brief eight months he aceom- 
plished the task, stamping his personality indelibly on 
the institution. 

The Japanese publicist, Mr. Uchimura, has vividly 
described (in the Japan Evangelist) the first contacts 
of General Kuroda and President Clark, They were both 





Revival in a Japanese University 





Paul Kanamori, erstwhile theological castaway, now 
owerful evangelist to the Japanese masses, has been 
Folding meetings in the Doshisha University, Kyoto, a 
mission school once, if not now, tinged with theological 
aberration. On February 4 as many as 227 students, 
converted in the preceding week, were agiteas by him. 


A good omen of better times in mission schools! 











traveling north on a steamer to open the projected 
college. The subject of moral training came up. 
Clark declared that he knew of ino other way to train 
men satisfactorily in ethics than with Bible teaching. 
“Never,” retorted the Japanese general, “We have 
Shinto and Confucianism. We need no foreign doc- 
trine.” 

“Very well, then, I decline to teach ethics. Apart 
from the Bible it cannot be done,” came the stiff re- 
tort from the American colonel. 

Both stood by their guns during the voyage and 
the preliminary dispositions for opening. When the 
time finally came for classes the general yielded, and 
Clark received permission to use the Bible. “Thank 
you, sir,” said he, “to-morrow I will teach ethics to 
my students,” and so effective was his instruction that 
in a year’s time twenty.or more students of the first 
class had become baptized Christians. Before he left 
Japan in 1877 he had organized the Covenant of Be- 
lievers in Jesus. Out of this grew, in 1881, the Sap- 
poro Independent Church, which for forty years has 
continued its existence and now worships in the Clark 
Memorial. 

It is significant that on his death-bed President 
Clark passed over his services as soldier and educa- 
tor and his scientific discoveries: with the remark, to 
his pastor, “There is no single thing in my life work 
to boast of. But as I approach the end the remem- 
brance of teaching Christian truth those eight months 
in Sapporo is what gives me must comfort.” 


Homeland Mission News.—The French of Louisi- 
ana are begin evangelized by Mr. Evarist Hebart of 
the Disciples’ Board. Last year he baptized one 
hundred and fifty converts and added eighty-eight 
others to various French churches in Louisiana, the 
entire membership of which now reaches 1,688. The 
last report of the Bible Society calls attention to the 


great change which has come over this French Creole 


population. New Orleans has in the past been a 
very difficult place for Bible distribution. In late 
years, however, the colporteurs are receiving a “won- 


derful welcome and report that never before have 
they found any city more open to the Scriptures.” . .. 
Ruthenians who have been brought into evangelical 


churches in the Canadian Northwest decided, in 
convention in Winnipeg, to send two mission- 
aries to evangelize the Ruthenians in ~ Galicia 


and the Ukraine. ... A Methodist school for Spanish 
(not Mexican) boys at Albuquerque, New Mexico, has 
an attendance of over a Sondre Three of the boys 
are local preachers, and seven others contemplate 
entering the ministry. ... The American le Society 
is making a@ strenuous attempt to put a copy of the 
Scriptures in the hands of the five hundred thousand 
Mexicans who have crossed the border into the United 
States in the last five years. Two Mexicans, colpor- 
teurs, are giving all their time to visiting the towns 
along the border where these immigrants congregate. 
... Nine hundred Mexicans have been received into the 
Presbyterian church in El Paso, Texas, on confession 
of faith, since April, 1015. Many who have left have 
formed the nuclei of churches in Arizona, Texas, 
and California.-. . . A Chinese-American, the Rev. 
Stephen Mark, born in Stockton, educated in the Uni- 
versity of California and the Presbyterian seminary 
at San Anselmo, a reserve officer in the army, has 
been evangelizing the thousands of Chinese young 
men imported to work the cotton fields of Mexico 
close to the American frontier. The fruit of his min- 
istry is a Chinese church of one hundred and five 
members in the vicious frontier town of Mexicali.. 
Mr. Mark now goes to China to labor as a mission 
teacher... . Two thousand Russianerefugees, women 
of education arid refinement have been driven from 
Constantinople and are coming this year to the United 
States. The foreign-born department of the National 
Y. W. C. A, is asking co-operation in extending Chris- 
tian hospitality to them until they can care for them- 
selves. They are intellectually equal to our best 
Americans, and are in a pitiful plight. 


Tutankhamon.—The superlative craftsmanship ~ of 
the objects found in this Pharaoh’s tomb has an- 
swered one more taunt of criticism, that it is in- 
conceivable that the civilization of the Exodus period 
could provide. the technical skill required for the 
ornamentation of the tabernacle and its accoutrements. 
This assumption has gone down the road whither 
others have vanished,—that “Moses could not have 
written the Pentateuch since writing was unknown 
in his day” (Flinders Petrie’s Serabit-Sinai graffiti 
long antedated Moses and were written by common 
workmen), and that the Law-must be late-dated be- 
cause “legal codification could not be thought of fif- 
teen hundred years before Christ” —a critical theory 
amply disposed of by the discovery of the Code of 
Hammurabi. 

Silver-work, brass-work, weaving, dyeing of skins, 
carving of wood, embroidery, cutting of gems and 
precious stones, all the “cunning work’ which the 
Tabernacle required find their parallel in the Egyp- 
tian royal tomb. Flinders Petrie has explained how 
the gilding of the boards of the Tabernacle was ef- 
fected by affixing thick gold-foil firing to a wooden 
base and this process has been illustrated again and 
again in the couches and tables of Tutankhamon. The 
lavish use of gold in the Tabernacle can be under- 
stood when we realize how in the period previous to 
the Exodus gold had poured into Egypt after the 
campaigns of Tothmes the Third. The Jew then, as 
later, certainly secured his share, and it is a charm- 
ing irony of history that Rothschild money has largely 
paid for the present disinterment of a Pharaoh. For 
Lord Carnarvon through his wife was a connection of 
that great gold-amassing family. 

richly ornamented crozier carried before Tut- 
ankhamon as a symbol of his divinity is strikingly like 
that borne by the bishops of the Coptic church. Those 
who have read Conyers Middleton’s “Letters from 
Rome” or the explanations of Fra Colonna in “The 
Cloister and the Hearth” concerning the pagan pa- 
ternity of Catholic ritual will be interested to have 
this ocular proof of that fact. The cut jungle of 
paganism simply sprouted again in ecclesiasticism. 


The Arm of St. Francis Xavier, a precious relic in 
Catholic eyes, is passing from city to city in Spain 
and France and Italy. - Its reception in Venice is typ- 
ical. Procession of monks and sodalities, of city 
magistrates, sporting societies,, and Catholic scouts; 
bells ringing; streets flagged; a Te Deum at the Jesuit 
church. I could but recall in reading of this _dem- 
onstration the flaming words of Jeremiah, “Cursed 
be the man that maketh flesh his arm.” The Scrip- 





























Lesson for May 20 


t Kings 17:1 to 19: 21> 21 :1-29; 2 :1 to 2:12 


Kings 1 


ture speaks of “his glorious arm,” “his holy arm,” “his 
- outstretched arm,” “his mighty arm.” “Hast thou an 
arm like God?” asks Job. And Hezekiah, when the 
. Assyrian was at the gates of his capital, quietly told 
his people, “There be more with us than with him. 
With them is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord 
God to help us.” 


Curiosities of Moderism.—The Christian world 
from the beginning has found in the Old Testament 
the prophecies, types, foreshadowings, of the mighty 
facts of Chr‘st’s incarnation and man’s redemption 
related in the New. Now comes Principal Garvie 
an English Modernist, with pontifical gesture and 
denies it all, In his book, “The Old Testament in 
the Sunday-school,” he says: “All this learned and 
pious trifling must now be swept aside. The Old 


Test t has an interest not as a cunningly con- 
stru puzzle which can be solved only by help of 
the w Testament. It is a relief and a gain to es- 


cape from the world of shams in the typology to the 
world of facts.” Well, our Lord clearly thought 
otherwise. He expounded “in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself,—in Moses, all the prophets 
and the psalms.” 

Their eyes are holden, these Modernist eyes. Their 
strange theorizings mark them as victims of a huge 
mystification. Here is Dr. Piepenbring, a French the- 
ologian, writing on the “Jesus Historique.” Historic 
indeed! All the historic facts of redemption are 
ruled out of the Gospel as “mere Paulinism.” The 
Lord’s, Supper, the foretellings of his death, titles 
such as “Christ” and the “Son of God,” all teaching 
of expiation, are disposed of by critical legerdemain 
in the approved manner. Jesus’ final journey to Je- 
rusalem is not taken with the thought of crucifixion 
but to assume royalty. He has fear of the assassin’s 
dagger and safeguards himself against it. His ideal 
is a world-wide Jewish theocratic state. When he is 
baptized of John he repents him of his sins, “though 
not in the same degree as others,” and so on. The 
last section of the book indulges in paean to the Chi- 
nese sage Laotze, whom the writer apparently thinks 
little inferior to Christ. The note of strong delusion 
is clearly audible. 

Even Troeltsch, radical of the radicals, breaks out 
impatiently with, “The impression which the ‘Mod- 
erns’ give is altogether dreadful. What chaos! I’d 
far rather hold to the church broadly interpreted and 
to an entirely simple Christianity than to these relig- 
ions of confusion,” 


A German Protest vs. German Theology.—The- 
ological education in America has been modeling it- 
self after German types with results which are prov- 
ing disastrous. In Germany itself the whole system 
is coming in for severe criticism. One of the ablest 
surveys of the situation is from the pen of K. Veller, 
a pastor in Mayence, 

“University theology,’ he says, “has since the Eight- 
eenth Century been the most dangerous enemy of 
evangelical piety and has brought the church to the 
edge of the abyss. It has been a betrayal of the 
church to the world. Its protagonists have filled 
numberless volumes with philologital, historical, and 
religious-psychological discussion,— what they call 
‘religious science.’ This has proved deadening in the 
highest degree. We believe in the Bible because of 
Christ and need no historical justification of its docu- 
ments in order to believe. The seminaries_instead of 
training preachers of the Gospel are ‘making pro- 
fessors’ in the professors’ own image.” The profes- 
sors are not interested in the Christian development 
of their students. Their teaching is chaotic. Few, 
very- few, start from the only true point of departure, 
—the death and resurrection of Christ.” 

The church of Prussia has recently taken an un- 
compromising stand on the fundamentals of Chris- 
tian faith. “What is necessary to fortify its position 
and make it fruitful? A new race of pastors.” Veller 
would withdraw their training from the universities, 
“He who has expereienced the bitter opposition be- 
aeen Christ and Kultur, and the latter’s .corrosive 
influence wpon body and soul wishes no further re- 
lations with it. Only Christian personalities of the 
most positive type can face the terrible tasks of the 
future. For the training of such there is needed, to- 
gether with Biblical knowledge, concentrated experi- 
ence in prayer and meditation. There is no weightier 
advice for the young theologian than this, — Prac- 
tise God’s presence. This practise is hard, a tenfold 
severer task than the most difficult theological study, 
but as Tersteegen rightly says in his Easter hymn, 
“Delight follows the pain of it.” 


Soul-Winning Along With Study.—Together with 
this spiritual training should go practical exercise in 
pastoral work and evangelism. “Between the aca- 
demie training (in which one learns a little philosophy 
and criticism) and pastoral work the abyss is simply 
unbridged. The Word of God and the wisdom which 
follow from its study will in this way come again 
to honor and the church to new life. We shall by 
returning to Biblical training of a practical type again 
secure a powerful body of Christian pastors. Let us 
without delay move for the training of such.” 

“We have chattered about academic freedom,” says 
this discerning German in passing, “until the church 
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has become a thing without force or discipline. Free- 
dom is the culmination and fruit, not the beginning 
and principle of evangelical Christianity.” 


Dry-as-Dust Dissecting.—Others are equally severe. 
Pastor Rahn describes his university experience. 
With Dillmann he studied the Psalms. “What did 
he busy us with? Chiefly with questions of criticism, 
whether a verse fitted better here than there. Of the 
whisperings of the holy harp one heard nothing. Of 
the spiritual power of Israel, to whose unique place 
in history the Old Testament is a witness, we got no 
inkling. What was lacking in my course at Berlin 
was living witnesses of God who should give to stu- 
dents the science and truth of God’s Kingdom and 
prepare them in service for God.” 


German Catholicism.—The divisive and deadening 
work of liberal theological professordom has left 
German Protestantism weakened and riven, German 
Catholicism on the other hand, thanks to a con- 
summate organizing skill which is both German and 
Catholic, presents a serried front. Catholic students 
are organized in every university and the groups fed- 
erated. Priests at each uinversity care for their re- 
ligious life, defending their faith against agnosticism, 
free-thought, theosophy, and spiritism, These priests 
in turn are banded into an organization which ex- 
tends far into Austria and Switzerland. A Catholic 
Institute has been established in Cologne to defend 
Catholic theology and philosophy. 

The. professors, too, are grouped together and a 
congress of academic Catholics last September at 
Heidelberg brought together a thousand Catholic pro- 
fessors from all parts of Germany for religious med- 
itation and discussion. Teachers in secondary schools, 
Catholics in mercantile life, trades-unionists to the 
number of 400,000, apprentices, boys’ and girls’ soci- 
eties with a half million members — all sorts and con- 
ditions are federated and appear at the great demon- 
strations of “Catholic Day.” At the last gathering 
in Munich 100,000 persons assisted at the opening 
mass, and so large was the attendance at the congress 
sessions that no hall sufficed, and twelve thousand 
seats had to be placed in the open court of the castle, 
over which a canvas had been stretched. 

The Catholic church in Germany is, according to 
one of its most accredited spokesmen, binding itself 
more closely to the Vatican. The overthrow of the 
Protestant Hohenzollerns has broken the age-long 
oppositién of Emperor and Pope which for centuries 
has distracted Catholic loyalty. There is a papal 
nuncio at Berlin and a German embassy at the Vati- 
can. An international association of Catholic legis- 
lators is being organized with sections in all the capi- 
tals of the world, and German Catholics dream of 
leading it. They dream, too, of Catholic leadership 
in the peace movement —the Roman Pontiff at its 
head —to supersede all other Leagues and Tribunals, 





**Back to Luther !’’ the Cry 


Among German professors themselves are some who 
realize whet a blight the -official theological training has 
been. ‘Away from Schleiermacher! Back to Luther!” 
is the cry of Professor Hilbert of Rostock. ‘*Chris- 


tianity and the natural man are and always will be ene- 





mies. The church is lost unless it evangelizes. The 
missionary spirit must saturate the whole church. Every 
sermon should be a public invitation to Christ. But 


evangelism makes great demands on those who engage in 
it. It requires a well-grounded spiritual life.’ 











The Austrian Evangelization Society was organ- 
ized in 1912 and is to-day being used in a remarkable 
way to bring the Gospel to this pabtoy people. The 
number of workers is hopelessly small from a hu- 
man point of view, yet “the Lord is with us,” writes 
one of them, “with his Spirit and with gifts.” One 
feature of the work in Vienna has been the religious 
discussion meetings held through the whole of last 
winter. These take place every Thursday evening, 
and are often crowded, though the subject matter 
is purely religious. Any one can speak for ten min- 
utes. 

“Our opponents come from all camps.” An- 
swers to objections are given from the Word of 
God by the leader of the meeting. This fight for re- 
ligious truth is so thrilling that none leave the as- 
sembly, although the meeting lasts from three to 
four hours. The most delightful thing is that many 
enemies of the Gospel confess themselves beaten and 
become our friends. Their opposition comes from 
pure ignorance of Biblical Christianity. Yet at times 
at the close of meetings encounters occur which are 
sharp, and even dangerous to life and limb. 

Here then is a new thing, —a Christian forum. 


Are You Helping Austria ?—I would commend this 
society to American Christians at this time, both be- 
cause of the splendid quality of its work and because 
of the pressure to which the desperate economic sit- 
uation of Austria exposes it. “Thousands and thous- 
ands of people in Austria are turning away from the 
Roman Catholic church,” writes its secretary to me 
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(Miss Emmy H. Steyrer, at presént in America, 290 
Eighth Avenue, New York). “They cannot find 
what they need most at this time of misery. They 
have lost faith in their church because it does noth- 
ing to aid them. So they fall prey to Free-Thinkers, 
Communists, Spiritists, and Mormons.” Monsky, 
who is called the Moody of Austria, left his church 
ten years ago to evangelize the masses. He has 
eleven stations now and wonderful revivals are fol- 
lowing. “It is marvelous how much our starving and 
freezing people are doing to support it.” 

The work is one of faith and prayer. “Here sits 
our council, —counselless, said a Swiss gentleman in 
Geneva recently to Pastor Monsky. “I could have 
said to him,” writes the pastor, “Yes, and with us in 
Vienna and Berlin our counsellors, high and low, are 
also without counsel. Yet we are not without help. 
We have a Wonderful Counsellor (Isa. 7:5). If 
we look into the history of the German people, how 
often we have found that in the most desperate situ- 
ations God has opened new avenues of rescue. The 
single cause of our helplessness to-day is that we 
have forgotten and repudiated him. Back to the Gos- 
pel, then, and to Him who sits on the throne, upon 
whose shoulders is the government, whose name is 
Wonderful, Mighty Counsellor! I believe God is on 
the way with a new Reformation for the German 
people.” 


The Community Church Movement seems to be 
identified with groups out of sympathy with evangel- 
ical faith and for this reason is not likely to get far. 
Thus the first community church conference in the 
East was held in the Community Church of New 
York over which Dr. John Haynes Holmes (a man 
too radical for the Unitarian milieu in which he was 
reared) presided, and a second conference in Buffalo 
was opened by Professor C. F. Kent. The Saskatche- 
wan Plan of “double affiliation,” on the other hand, is 
untrammeled with these relationships and is probably 
in itself more feasible. Christians of the chief Prot- 
estant churches unite in a local church while retain-. 
ing the old connection with the denomination of their 


baptism. By this plan the denomination remains back 
of the union church with all its powerful help. On 
the other hand, each member designates the denomin- 


ational boards to which his mission contributions shall 
go. Overlapping is avoided, economy of administra- 
tion effected, and that much talked of thing, “church 
unity,” realized without conferences or other ado. 
The members working together soon get into the 
spirit of the great Scotch missionary to Nyasaland, 
Dr. Laws, who once remarked, 

“To me differences in evangelical churches are as 
the tartans of different regiments. I care little for 
the pattern of the plaid worn by the soldier, but much 
about the issue of thé battle.” 


“The Old Liberal Vernacular.”—Dr. Laws, how- 
ever, would be the last to slight essentials even if 
he disregarded the less important historical variations 
which separate evangelical churches. Not so the com- 
munity church promoters. Theirs is the old liberal 
vernacular. “The day of those creeds written before 
the coming of modern science and the historical 
method of Bible study has long since passed,” con- 
fidently writes Mr. Piper, the editor of the Commun- 
ity Churchman. “The Christian faith is not merely 
a static faith resting upon a once-for-all revelation,” 
he continues, unmindful of the fact that that is just 
what it is, a “faith,” as the apestle said, “once for 
all [hapax] delivered to the saints” for which we are 
told “to agonize intensely” (epagonizesthai). 

“The community church,” says the same writer in 
his handbook, “substitutes the community for the 
sect and service for dogma. It does not seek har- 
mony through doctrinal agreement, a thing patently 
impossible.” Its membership has no basis of per- 
sonal regeneration. All are welcome, — Christian 
Scientists, Romanists, and, according to Dr. Holmes, 
“spiritualists, theosophists, and Holy Rollers. A rep- 
resentative community church, that at Yakima, Wash., 
has this affirmation as condition for membership: 


“T do solemnly affirm that it is my purpose to exer- 
cise the courage necessary to help put into effective 
operation the Kingdom of ‘God and that to the best of 
my ability I will strive to understand and defend... 
the Constitution of the United States!” 


Of course forums are featured in these churches 
and indoor athletics, dramatics, loan libraries, and 
the rest, and when the Bible is studied it is along 
“Scientific lines.” 

Naturally there is a great variety in the new species. 
Some churches are distinctly evangelical, others ab- 
solutely non-Christian. On the whole, however, the 
religious superficiality of the movement is a distinct 
peril to multitudes of Biblically ill-grounded church- 
members, 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


“Books that Stand for the Faith” is the title of a 
leaflet giving a very complete list of books in defense 
of the historic Christian faith (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 50 
cts. a dozen, $4 a hundred, 5 cts. each). 
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Ireland’s New Day of Grace 
(Continued from page 279) 


a result of Mr. Nicholson’s three weeks’ work. Of 
these about three hundred belonged to Mr. Johnstone's 
congregation. Mr. Johnstone adds: “1. We have had 
about 550 young men and women meeting every week 
in adult classes for the study ef God’s Word. 2. Our 
prayer-meeting, which has gone on for the past two 
ears without even a break in the summertime tor 
olidays, has an average weekly attendance of about 
500. 3. No fewer than 220 communicants have been 
added to the roll during the past twelve months. 
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4. Our Sabbath schools, which number close to 1,700 
pupils, have many classes in which every single 
pupil is a professing Christian. 5. Every organization 
in the church has been filled with new life, and ren- 
ders a more effective service.” 

Just as I write a report reaches me of another re- 
vival which is in progress, in the little fishing town of 
Lossiemouth in the north of Scotland. This is in- 
deed a great day of God; may the blessing which is 
being so richly outpoured fall upon all parts of 
this thirsty earth, so that the whole world may re- 
joice and blossom as the rose! 

LoNnpDoN, 








How Dead is Darwinism ? 


Evolution did not discover that man is an animal 





By Philip Mauro 











In sending this article, begun in last week's issue, to The Sunday School Times, Mr. Mauro wrote : 





** I con- 


sulted the Hon. William Jennings Bryan as to the best medium for the publication of this paper, and he recom- 

mended The Sunday School Times. ’’ Mr. Mauro develops this theme more fully in his book, ‘‘Evolution At the 

Bar’’ | Hamilton Bros., Boston, 75 cents, or from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 

Philadelphia). Two useful Sunday School Times booklets are ‘‘Evolution and the Supernatural, ’’ by the Rev. W. H. 

Griffith Thomas, D.D. (25 cents) and ‘‘ How Missing Links Are Made,’’ by Dr. William Evans (40 cents a 
dozen, $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each). 


(Concluded from last week) 
Tt latter part of the last quotation from Pro- 


fessor Robinson, that evolutionists simply take 

it for granted that man is descended “from ex- 
tinct wild creatures” in a manner “mysterious and 
unexplained,” presents a curious piece of reasoning. 
Professor Robinson tells us that the men of Science 
for whom he speaks are not like the undiscriminating 
“public at large,” for they (the former) “distinguish 
carefully between the varied and impressive evidence 
which appears to confirm man’s animalhood,” and 
the theories (such as Darwinism) by which it has 
been sought to account for the alleged descent of 
man from the brute. 

It is to be hoped that the public at large does in- 
deed make no such distinction, for there is no ground 
for any. What was presented to the public at large, 
in the imposing name of Modern Science, and forced 
upon their acceptance as truth so well established that 
it ought to be taught to the little children at school, 
was the “evolution” of Darwin, Spencer, and Haeckel; 
and that is what “the varied and impressive evidence” 
to which Professor Robinson alludes was said to es- 
tablish conclusively. Now it is found that “the pub- 
lic at large” was grossly deceived, and that Charles 
Darwin and those who trumpeted abroad his “epoch- 
making discovery” (?), which, according to Haeckel, 
with one stroke had annihilated the dogma of Cre- 
ation, were egregiously mistaken. Such being the 
case, what conclusion could any reasonable and sen- 
sible person reach but that the whole theory is com- 
pletely broken down? Darwinism is what they were 
forced to accept in the name of “Science” and upon 
the alleged “evidence” referred to; and now they 
are told, in the name of the same “Science,” that Dar- 
winism was a huge delusion. Such being the case, 
it is simply inconceivable that the “evidence” which 
could not establish a well-thought-out theory of ori- 
gins, like the theory of Darwin, can avail to establish 
some other theory of descent, which has not been 
even formulated, and the nature of which it is im- 
possible to imagine. The suggestion is an absurdity, 

It is safe to say, however, that the evidences which 
weigh so heavily against Darwinism would be equally 
conclusive against any and every other like theory of 
descent. Thus, among the strongest proofs against 
Darwinism and in favor of special acts of creation, 
are .(1) the absence of all traces of intermediate 
forms, whereof there must have been countless bil- 
lions upon any theory of evolution; (2) the fact 
that, as proved. by innumerable fossil remains, species 
always came into existence suddenly, and with all 
their peculiar organs and parts completely developed; 
(3) the fact that species which are found in the earli- 
est sedimentary rocks have persisted without change 
to the present hour. Manifestly, these “varied and 
impressive evidences” are as fatal to every theory of 
man’s evolutionary derivation from brute encestors 
as to the specific theory of Charles Darwin. 

Therefore, it is not “the public at large” that are 
to be taxed with lack of discriminating judgment, 
but rather those, whosoever they be, who are so cred- 
ulous as to believe in an unknown and unimaginable 
theory (“mysterious and unexplained”) upon evi- 
dences which “negative” (to use Thomas Huxley’s 
phrase) the very doctrine by which: man’s descent 
from the brute was supposed to be established. 

The incautious reader might not notice that Pro- 
fessor Robinson does not speak of evidence which 
appears to confirm man’s descent from the brute (for 
doubtless he would be fair enough to admit that no 
evidence of that sort exists), but of “evidence which 
appears to confirm man’s animalhood.”” which is a 
very different matter, and one about which there is 


no dispute. This fact of man’s kinship with other 
animals in his physical make-up (for it goes no far- 
ther) is what Professor Robinson emphasizes by 
iteration in various forms of expression, until one 
is almost tempted to suspect that he is trying to camou- 
flage the retreat of the evolutionary forces, and put 
the best possible face upon their complete defeat. 

Thus he speaks of “facts which compel any one 
acquainted with them to accept man’s essentially ani- 
mal nature”; and he takes the trouble to give an out- 
line, from the time of the early Greek philosophers, 
“of the belief that man is related to the higher ani- 
mals, and is part and parcel of the whole order of 
nature.” 

It will be noted that Professor Robinson chooses 
his words with great care, saying “related to” and 
not “derived from.” And he adds, “Spencer and 
Darwin did not originate this notion.” Most cer- 
tainly they did not, any more than they originated 
the idea that “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth’; and we are as little disposed 
to question the one as the other. That man is “part 
and parcel of the whole order of nature,” that his 
body is composed of the elements which constitute 
“the dust of the ground,” and that he has, in com- 
mon with all other animals, a soul or natural life, 
are facts stated with simplicity of language in the 
Bible, and confirmed by all observation from earliest 
times until now. But the Bible further declares, what 
the most careless observer could hardly fail to note, 
the immense difference in kind between the soul of 
even the most degraded man and that of the highest 
of the brutes, a difference so radical and so great as 
to preclude the idea of either being derived from 
the other, 

Professor Robinson speaks of distinguishing be- 
tween “the facts revealed by geology, biology, and 
comparative anatomy, and the conjectures suggested 
to explain the history of life.” I’)is indeed important 
to make this distinction; for while it is the special 
province of men of science to observe and classify 
facts, they are no better able than “the public at large” 
to draw conclusions from those facts. The facts re- 
main, but the conjectures come and go; and it is 
quite enough for all present and practical purposes 
to have Professor Robinson’s admission that every 
theory whereby it has been sought herciofore to show, 
from the facts of natural science, that mankind sprang 
from the brutes, has been rejected by evolutionists 
themselves, as inconsistent with those very facts. 

Nevertheless, we follow Professor Robinson in his 
comments on the “observed facts,” in order to dis- 
cover just what he means thereby, and what he de- 
duces therefrom. We get, however, very little for 
our pains; for in this part of his paper are to be 
found only the vaguest of vague statements. But it 
is fairer to let him speak for himself: 

Darwinism, in the sense of Darwin’s theory of why evo- 
lution has taken place [which is precisely the same as 
saying Darwinism in the sense of Darwinism] may be 
dead or dying; but this, as we have seen, in no way af- 
fects the acceptance of man’s animal origin [what does he 
mean by that?] for this belief rests on observed facts, 
which have been reinforced rather than weakened in the 
last twenty-five years. These facts belong to three gen- 
eral categories. First there are the unmistakable indica- 
tions to be found in fossil remains that life began hun- 
dreds of millions of years ago with simple water-creatures; 
and it was a long time before the fishes introduced a back- 
bone; and long after that before we have any vestiges of 
land animals, which indeed are very recent innovations 
trom a geological standpoint. . Secondly, it is a fact sub- 
ject to [does he mean susceptible of?] verification by an 
amateur, that man’s structure closely resembles that of 
all other mammals, and is almost identical with that of 
the primates ... Thirdly,—and this is perhaps most 
striking of all—we each of us individually go through a 
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most impressive evolutionary process to which those who 
oppose evolutionary doctrines seem quite oblivious [ap- 
parently Professor Robinson has read only one side of the 
case]. Each of us has actually recapitulated the history 
of life in a marvelous series of personal metamorphoses, 
which, to any fair-minded observer, makes the history of 
animal evolution look like a long-drawn-out but tolerably 
exact parallel. e 


Here then we have an authoritative and thofoughly 
up-to-date statement of the whole case of evolution. 
And what does it amount to? Not one fact in sup- 
port of evolution is given. The general statements 
we have quoted (which are a mixture of facts, dis- 
puted conjectures, and misstatements) are merely a 
brief summary of what has been advanced for the 
past sixty years in support of Darwinism. 

As to the three categories of facts and assumptions 
to which Professor Robinson so casually allu it 
is enough to say: 


First, it has been shown again and again, and in the 
most conclusive way, alike by the friends and the 
enemies of evolution, that “the fossil remains” and 
other evidences in the domain of paleontology, so 
far from supporting the idea of the evolutionary 
origin of species in general, and of mankind in par- 
ticular, thoroughly refute that idea (see my “Evolu- 
tion at the Bar,” or the Duke of Argyle’s “Evolution 
Cross-Examined”). 


Second, The physiqgyy resemblances between man 
and brute, and between one brute and another, lend 
no support to any theory of evolution, Those physi- 
cal resemblances are but superficial; and even so 
there is an inexorable law which forbids the cross- 
ing and commingling of even those species which 
most closely resemble one another. And as between 
man and brute, the real differences — which are in- 
calculably great—are those of life and spirit. So 
radical are these that, upon a careful comparison, 
what impresses the thoughtful mind is, not the re- 
semblances, but the vast differences. , 

Third, it is not .a fact, nor will any competent biol- 
ogist affirm it to be a fact, that each human beine 
in his prenatal history of nine months, goes through 
an evolutionary process, or has “actually recapitu- 
lated the history of life” (as the evolutionist assumes 
that history to have been). No biologist of stand- 
ing would pretend that the human embryo is, at any 
stage of its existence, anything but the Auman embryo, 
or that it is ever produced by any but human parents. 
The supposed relation between the changes in appear- 
ance through which the embryo passes, and the sup- 
posed development of the human race from “pri- 
mordial protoplasm,” is the purest conjecture, hav- 
ing not one fact to support it. And finally, it is not 
a fact that the embryo recapitulates, even in appear- 
ance, “the (supposed) history of life.” At least half 
the supposed “history of life” is altogether missing 
in the supposed “recapitulation,” and in other particu- 
lars there is a lack of correspondence which would be 
fatal:to the argument if it had, to begin with, any 
foundation or plausibility. Even Professor Robinson 
only claims a “tolerably exact parallel,” and that with 
a “history of life’ that has only an imaginary exist- 
ence; for that “history of life” is, in fact, the very 
thing for which proof has been sought in vain. 

Finally, Professor Robinson makes the following 
observation: 






The recognition that mankind isa species of animal is, 
like other important discoveries [?], illuminating, for the 
simple reason that it makes possible more intelligent con- 
duct. 


It is hardly necessary to say that every discovery 
of important truth is “illuminating,” but it evidently 
is necessary, in these days of increasing ignorance of 
Bible facts, to point out that the truth that “man- 
kind is a species of animal” is not a modern “dis- 
covery.” For, as has already been shown, it is a 
revelation of Scripture (which modern knowledge 
confirms), that the physical part of man’s tripartite 
being was formed, like that of other animals, out 
of the dust of the ground. That “illuminating” fact 
was written for our learning long before the chemical 
identity of the constituents of the human body with 
the minerals of the earth was scientifically established. 
Professor Robinson’s references to the Holy Scrip- 
tures indicate that his knowledge thereof is limited 
and superficial. One should be glad indeed to know 
that they have served in his case their main purpose, 
which is to make men-wise unto salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

The real reason why evolution is so popular, and 
why the enemies of the truth cling to it so tenaciously, 
is that it makes the sinner feel at ease in his sins; for 
it presents man’s sinful condition as being but a tran- 
Sitional and necessary stage of his long struggle, 
upward and onward to perfection, from his primal 
state of bestiality. 

Evolution is the only alternative to the acceptance 
of the statements of the Bible as to the creation and 
the fall of man. It is the only foundation upon which 
systematized denials of the Bible-doctrines of Crea- 
tion and Redemption can be based. Therefore it 
cannot be surrendered by those who refuse to ac- 
cept those doctrines; and therefore it must not be 
given any place at all by those who cherish them as 
the vital truth of God. 


FRAMINGHAM, MAss. 
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Lesson for May 2 


1 Kings 17:1 to 19:21; 21.:1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


—— 


If you know any girls who do not as yet read The 
Sunday School Times but who need thjs sort of 
warm, direct, clear, spiritual help, coming out of 
rich experience, not theory, will you tell them about 
it and ask them to keep in touch with “Mother 
Ruth”? Will you bring the matter before Sunday- 
school classes of high school girls in your own Sun- 
day-school, and Sunday-school classes of business 
girls also? The Editors believe that this new de- 
partment ought to have a real mission among many 
who, for one reason or another, have not realized 
what value the other departments of The Sunday 
School Times might have to theif own personal life. 
Will you help to extend its ministry to them? 

If you will send the names and addresses of older 
girls in classes in your Sunday-school, the Times 
will gladly communicate directly with such girls, in- 
viting them to organize clubs of girls’ class sub- 
scribers. Please send such names to “Mother Ruth.” 

Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be sed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 

for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. - 























Dear Mother Ruth: The world seems so hard. Day by 
day I go to business, and it is such a treadmill. No one 
is interested in what I do, or what I think. I am only 
of value commercially. Sometimes I feel almost reckless 
as to consequences. What does it matter?—“WEARY 
ONE.” 

Y DEAR, you never said a truer word than 

when you said the “world is hard.” You will 
always find it empty of true sympathy and under- 
standing of your needs. 

May I ask you a definite question? Do you know 
the “Friend that sticketh closer than a brother”? Are 
you enjoying his presence in your life? 

There is only One who can be depended on for 
constant interest in you, and able to give you real 
fellowship which will bring happiness. 

What are you putting into life? Only those things 
that have value commercially. If so, you are losing 
out, for you are born for better things. It lies in 
our power to be of value in the highest realm of life, 
and that means spiritually. 

And do you know, dear child, that if you are of 
value spiritually, all the other values in life will] fit 
in most symmetrically, and the influences will be felt 
intellectually, materially, and socially? 

I feel you are bound and confined to the hardness 
in your life, because you are not free in the Lord 
Jesus. Let him break the bands that hold you down, 
and you will enjoy your life, like the very birds of 
the air, and the world with its hardness will be un- 
der your feet, while you are shadowed “under His 
wings,” where you will have love, joy, tenderness, 
in place of “hardness.” A delight in the commercial 
life will be yours that will make you diligent and 
faithful, led by the Spirit, in an’ ecstasy of pleasure 
because you are living a life which is fed from on 
high. Will you do it? 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have come from the country into 
one of the largest cities. Am working as a telephone op- 
erator, and in charge of the office. I like my work well 
enough, but dread the close of the day’s work, for it 
means a supper in a cafeteria, and a return to my lodging 
room, which I have in an apartment in an apartment 
heuse. I go to church and mingle with the young people, 
and am an officer in the C. E. Society. I just love my 
companions in church, but I have no place to take my boy 
friends. Indeed, many an evening I have gone to the 
movie-house to keep warm, and get some cheer, and have 
a place to take the boys. I feel I can’t entertain them in 
my bedroom, yet many of my girl friends do, for they 
haven’t any other place. I have walked the streets many 
a time, but oftener refuse to make engagements with boys, 
because I don’t know what to do with them. I guess I 
shall have to be an “old maid,” and I don’t want to be! 
What would you do?—“A COUNTRY LASS.” 


¥ Puss. my dear, is indeed a problem. What can 
I tell you to do that will be of the most help? 

While my sympathy is wholly on your side, and I 
realize the difficulties that confront you in your young 
life, yet I would be untrue to God if I did not advise 
you to do the right, no matter what it costs. 

Never entertain a boy friend in your room, even 
though you have a roommate and it seems the only 
thing to do; do not so compromise yourself, 

It is a great pity that men and women of wealth 
do not see the crying need for Christian home-life 
for girls. It would be the salvation of many a girl, 
and would turn many a sinner into the path of virtue 
atid righteousness if they had a home, 

Maybe some such Christian will read these lines, 
and receive an impetus to give to this need, at least 
in a measure, God grant it. 

Yes, better to walk the streets for exercise and 
entertainment than to be where you know God would 
not. have you. 

I wonder if your C. E. Society could not get your 
church officials interested in the living conditions of 
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their own girls, and then in the outside girl? Surely 
there is no greater work for the church and Sunday- 
school! Try it, and let me know what response you 


get. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful, if every church had its 
homes for both boys and girls, to keep them under 
the influence of Christianity in the home? 

New York, Chicago, and some other cities have 
a few co-operating and boarding homes, but not what 
it would be under the influence of the churches’ di- 
rection. Boston has, perhaps, the largest and best 
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place of any city, but the mothering of the girl is 
what is needed, and what I wish for you. 

In the absence of what we would like, my thought 
for you to-day is, pray God to open the door of some 
Christian home to you, where you can both eat and 
sleep and have the privilege of entertaining your 
friends, at least one night a week, and I believe your 
problem will be solved. Let your C, E. friends know 
of your need, and be honest with every boy friend, 
and tell them frankly why you cannot entertain them, 
Be true to God, and he will “supply your every need.” 





—————— 





d the Gospel history that led up to holding it 





E Storm-Bound Praise-Meeting at Ath 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 
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“One of the most versatile and competent women whom I know,"’ is the way Mr. Ralph C. Norton, Director of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, speaks of Miss Elsie Hopkins, who has been for two years one of the Mission’s most 


useful workers in ium. 


In the providence of it has 


become necessary for Miss Hopkins to return to 


America, but fortunately the Mission will not lose her services, for she will become its Field Representative in the 
d, a work for which she is naturally well fitted, and for which her experience abroad has helped to prepare 


her. Miss Hopkins is an attractive 


and writer, and an able executive. Churches, Sunday-schools, 


young people's associations, and others who would like to have her tell of the wonderful work of the Mission, may 
address her care of ~— Gospel Mission, Room 80, Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Gifts for this Mission 


on November 1 for the opening of the new 

hall at Ath.. For in this land of tempestuous 
winds and constant rain we felt such a prayer to 
be fitting and needful. For this opening day, workers 
and friends of the Belgian Gospel Mission were plan- 
ning to assemble from all parts of Belgium, for they 
all felt that this event was unique in the history of 
the Mission, and that the day deserved to be a mem- 
orable one. ~ - 

Ath—a little word of three letters. How little 
meaning it conveys to the casual reader, but what 
mighty significance for us here in Belgium. There are 
two other small words of three letters, sin and God, 
which have ceased to count with “this present evil 
world,” and we couple these two latter with the first — 
for in Ath God encountered sin and is conquering it, 
and the victory provides the substance of this story. 

One by one, throughout this land, posts such as 
Ath are springing up just as fast as the vision of 
friends at home makes it possible to push forward. 
It is not the open doors that are lacking! 

Before I arrive at the answer to our prayer for 
November 1, I must go back a bit, and show how it 
was made possible to have that day of opening, for 
it all began by an untoward happening. We have 
long since learned as Mission workers that untoward 
happenings are usually the signs of approaching vic- 
tory and blessing and an indication that Satan is alive 
to the peril that confronts his kingdom. 

This untoward happening was an automobile acci- 
dent that befell four of the Mission workers on their 
way back to Brussels from a Saturday night meeting 
at Cambron Casteau early in the summer of 1921. 
In the automobile were Pastor Antomarchi, an evan- 
gelist from France; Mr. Van Steenberghe, Miss Hop- 
kins, who had been the organist of the evening, and 
Charles M——, the chauffeur. The accident befell 
just as they entered the town of Ath. The chauffeur 
soon located the trouble, a broken axle, and there 
was nothing for it but to pass the night at Ath — but 
where? The hour was late; there were to be found 
there no hospitable hotels as in America. After 
much searching a farmer was found who provided 
sleeping quarters for Pastor Antomarchi and Miss 
Hopkins, and the others passed the night as best they 
might in the car. 

It was a miserable night for all concerned, but 
the next morning as they assembled to continue their 
journey by train, the face of Miss Hopkins witnessed 
to a joyful purpose born of an answered prayer. “We 
must claim Ath for Christ,” she said to the others. 
“T believe God has given us this city into which he 
so strangely led us.” ; 

The joy of Miss Hopkins was great when later in 
the summer it was decided to send the Gospel tent 
to Ath for a week of evangelization. The stay was 
prolonged for over a week, and at the close of the 
series a group of believers was left to witness to their 
new found faith and consolation. 

But what could such a small, feeble, untaught 
group of young Christians do in a city so fanatical 
and wicked, where every man’s hand would be against 
these of the “new religion,” for such an innovation 
as a Protestant meeting was most unwelcome to the 
great majority of the people of Ath. For a time there 
seemed to be nothing that we could do to aid them, 
until at length it was found possible to send a woman 
worker to live in their midst. Courageously and 
faithfully she labored among them, until a church 
emerged. One of the more advanced of the Bible 
students, Mr. Mafille, came regularly from Brussels 
to take charge of the preaching services, and thus 
surely and steadily the new organization grew. 

The little building in which the church was born 
was speedily outgrown, and then we began to pray 


W: HAD prayed earnestly that it might be fine 


Id be sent to Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


for a building for Ath. How persistently this re- 
quest appeared in our prayers, and He heard and an- 
swered, and the building was given; and November 1 
was upon us. So we now prayed for fine weather that 
the opening day might provide a memorable witness to 
the whole town. Permission had been given to Mr. 
Mafille by the burgomaster of the city to hold an 
open air meeting in the public square or “Grande 
Place” in the morning. By eleven o’clock our forces 
were assembled on the “Place,” and the meeting com- 
menced. For over an hour message followed mes- 
sage, and mightily did the Spirit witness. The talks 
were interspersed by choruses and Gospel songs, and 
other workers, not actually participating in the meet- 
ing, walked about the outskirts, distributing. Gospel 
literature and invitations to the opening exercises in 
the afternoon. Several hundreds of the inhabitants 
of Ath heard the open-air messages that day, and 
learned of the existence of this new hall of witness, 
in their midst. 

The skies were gray overhead, but not a drop of 
rain fell, until the meeting was over and the wit- 
ness given. Then as if God’s restraining hand were 
removed, after his people had returned and were safely 
housed in the Mission Hall, the rain began to fall 
and the winds of heaven were turned loose. All after- 
noon the storm raged, but we rejoiced, for had not 
God heard our prayer and restrained the storm. until 
the public witness could be given, and were we not 
safely assembled under our own roof, with the after- 
noon. before us in which to give praise to God for 
his manifold lovingkindness? Sometimes the burden 
of joy and rejoicing almost seemed overpowering. 
In that hall, which was packed to suffocation, not even 
Standing room left, were groups of Christians from 
all over Belgium, representing groups just like ‘this 
new one at Ath, that had sprung up out of the dense 
darkness of superstition and spiritual ignorance. 

How remote darkness and ignorance seemed from 
that happy crowd of Christians whose faces shone 
with a divine light! Little wonder Satan seemed to 
rage at us through the elements, and hurl his defiance 
at our very doors, The places of honor at the front 
were held by the humblest; old Isoline from the 
Borinage was there, her face something to marvel 
at, her old gray head crowned by a new bonnet, I 
believe the first she ever possessed, and I think it 
was first worn the Sunday before, when for the first 
time, at the Warquignies hall, she partook of the bread 
and wine, “till He come.” Near by was blind Edouard 
from Dour with his old father and mother. At their 
feet sat on the floor one of the Directors of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission and the professors of the Bible 
schools, At the back of the hall sat the Count du 
V—, and quite crowded out in the cold stood a 
wealthy business man from Brussels. The last were 
truly become the first that day. 

Across the way in our outgrown rented building, 
the Christians: of Ath had provided and served hot 
soup and delicious rolls and fruit all day long for 
the hundreds who came, untiringly and smilingly as- 
suring us it was all “Pour le Seigneur.” Yes, it was 
a day when emotions could scarcely be restrained. 
Suddenly L see Madame N— drop her face in her 
hands, and frankly weep, while her husband’s face 
wears a smile of heaven. They are the indefatigable 
tent workers, he the evangelist whose messages un- 
der God have been used to call from darkness into 
light these groups who now are singing a united 
chorus of praise to God. Oh! I know these simple 
folk from Leuze, from Cambron Casteau, from Ath 
would not charm a critical musical audience with 


.their singing, but they charmed hearts and brought 


forth praise to our blessed Lord. 
Then there were moments when we must all re- 
lax into a good laugh, as when our Holland brother, 
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Mr. M— from Flanders, gave an address in French. 
But he knows how we all love him and never minds 
when we laugh at his French. He gets back at us by 
telling us that we English and Americans are cowards 
and are afraid to talk other languages, So when he 
tells us that the “steps were so glad” that people fell 
on them, we tell him that he should have said “slip- 
pery” instead of “glad,” and we have our little laugh 
and part the best of friends, 

For four hours with the storm unabating outside, 
we continued our time of rejoicing and praising God 
inside, until Mr. Norton called us to renewed conse- 
cration, and together we renewed our covenant, clos- 
ing that memorable afternoon with the solemnity of 
that intimate meeting and covenant-renewing with our 
Lord upon us, 

Then more hot soup and many “adieux”’ and 
“remerciements,” and we were off to Brussels, Ant- 
werp, Bruges, Dour, Warquignies, and elsewhere. 
Thanks be to Him “who only doeth wondrous things.” 

BRUSSELS, 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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But before faith came, we were kept under the 
law, shut up unto the faith which should after- 
wards be revealed (Gal. 3:23). 


"HE word for kept is phroureo, to keep watch or 
guard, and we might translate the verse, “Before 
faith came we were in the law’s guard-house under 
lock and key” (sugkleiomenoi, from kleis, a key). 
The law was our gaoler to keep us till Christ’s time, 
as well as our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ 
(v. 24). But when Christ came another garrison 
took charge of Mansoul. In Philippians 4:7 we have 
the same word, “The peace of God, which passeth all! 
understanding, shall garrison [phrouresei] your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus,” and in 1 Peter 
1:5, “You who are kept [phrouroumenous] by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.” The 
law kept watch over us, guarding us in humiliating 
restraint. But since Christ’s time the peace and 
power of God, like the cherubims of Eden, guard the 
entrances to the redeemed heart. 
“a sword of flame before 
The soul’s inviolable door 
To beat away the clang of hellish wings.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 








With the New Books 














The Book of Jonah (By Paul Whitefield Gaebe- 
lein, E.M.).—In a twenty page pamphlet Mr. Gaebe- 
lein has given the ordinary reader of the Bible in- 
valuable material to show why, as he claims, “The 
Book of Jonah is one of the most important books 
in the Bible.” As one follows his demonstration of 
this it becomes increasingly apparent why the mod- 
ern criticism of the Bible has sought to discredit 
Jonah so completely that many to-day simply smile 
at the suggestion that any one should take the book 
literally. Our Lord took it literally; and the author 
of this pamphlet shows why it is a vital and central 
meSsage among the sixty-six books in the Word of 
God. The lines of investigation and argument in this 
discussion would make a most profitable study for 
an adult Bible class. (Our Hope, 456 Fourth Ave- 
nue, New York City, 10 cts.) 

The Return: of Christ. The Bible Basis of the 
Doctrine (By F. L. Piper, D.D.).—This book of one 
hundred and sixty pages presents in chronological and 
logical order the complete teaching of the Old and New 
Testaments as to a. future Personal Advent of Christ, 
articulated according to the various periods in which 
the testimony is given. Non-controversial in spirit, 
the author in a quiet, calm, dispassionate way leads 
us along paths of peace to the conclusion, to which 
the’ constantly broadening, more clear and more im- 
pressive stream of testimony has been tending, that 
that advent is personal. Dr. Piper’s work is well 
and in every way commendably done, (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) 

The Child of God Between Death and the Resur- 
rection (By Judson B. Palmer).—In 1900 a terrific 
storm swept over Galveston, Texas, resulting in heavy 
loss of life. Among those taken were the wife and 
six-year-old boy of Mr. Palmer. Like many others 
who have been bereaved, he longed to know their 
present place and state. With a number of friends 
who had had similar experiences, he began to search 
the Scriptures, and this booklet is the result. It con- 
tains a short but clear-cut and Scriptural statement 
of the present state of the dead in Christ. “I could 
find nothing that satisfied me,” writes Mr. Palmer in 
a letter to the Editor, “I could only be satisfied by 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a ‘thus saith the Lord.’” While they last, Mr. Palmer 
will be glad to send these booklets upon receipt of 
six cents to cover cost and mailing charges, if ad- 
dressed “dt 1925 Twenty-fifth Street, Galveston, Tex. 


Confessions of a College Professor.—This is a 
book that ought to be placed in the hands of all 
those who are affected, or liable to be affected, by the 
current pagan rationalism in the ascendency to-day, 
It is the plain and simple story of how after years 
of groping in the infidelity of a large American uni- 
versity, this man was led to see the error of it all, 
and to accept the Person and Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It furnishes a trustworthy and unvarnished picture 
of actuat conditions existing to-day. Perhaps what 
is of even more interest is the account of his ex- 
periences after leaving a university for a denomina- 
tional college. Here he found infidelity likewise 
rampant, but of a more dangerous form. The sim- 
ple and rugged faith of this college professor, and 
the manner in which it kept him and sustained him 
in many difficult situations, is more than merely in- 
teresting, it is absorbing and worth, while. (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 

Paganism in Our Universities (By a Recent Uni- 
versity Graduate).—This book brings one face to face 
with facts which are not generally realized about 
the extent of the spread of the old pagan spirit in 
the universities and colleges of America. Within the 
last generation the whole point of view in our col- 
legiate world has been changed from its pro-Chris- 
tian attitude, to a pro-pagan attitude. The author 
shows how, chafing under the restraints of the Chris- 
tian morality, the old standards have been swept aside 
and the worship of pleasure and unrestrained “ex- 
pression of self” substituted. The conditions shown 
are so poisonous, so widespread, and so subtle, that 
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this book ought to be read by every parent upofti 
whom will devolve the sending of a child to a uni- 
versity or college. All college students who meet 
with Christ-denying paganism ought to read and be 
helped by the experiences of this recent university 
graduate. It presents facts of which no Christian can 
afford to be ignorant. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 

Memories ofga Hostess (By M. A. deWolfe Howe). 
—The sub-title. describes this book as-a chronicle of 
eminent friendships drawn chiefly from the diaries of 
Mrs. gares T. Fields. For many years the home of 
Mrs. Fields, wife of a member of the Boston publish- 
ing firm, Ticknor and Fields, who was also editor o 
the Atlantic Monthly from 1861 to 1871, was a center in 
Boston of remarkable hospitality, especially to liter- 
ary men of America and visitors from overseas like 
Charles Dickens and others. Mrs. Fields kept a diary 
in which her associations with many eminent people 
were recorded. She made the author of this book, 
Mr. Howe, her literary executor, and this book is 
compiled from her journals and correspondence. It 
is mainly a chronicle of really remarkable friendships, 
and deals with men like Longfellow, Lowell, Emerson, 
Hawthorne, Henry Jamés, Henry Ward Beecher, 
Bret Harte, and Mark Twain, to say nothing of peo- 
ple from Europe. One of the best parts of the book 
is the story of the last visit to America paid by 
Charles Dickens, to whom Mrs. Fields felt almost the 
devotion of a wershiper. Facsimiles and rare por- 
traits add greatly to the interest. Of course, there 
is no touch of religion in it, and many of the gath- 
erings recorded were held on Sundays. There is 
also plenty about the theater, the longest chapter be- 
ing “Stage Folk and Others.” But taking the book a3 
it is, it is one of rare interest. (Atlantic Monthly 
Press, Boston, $4.) 








Using the principles of personal responsibility 
and of interesting parents 





How We Built Up Our Rural Sunday-School 


By Mrs. Loie E. Brandon 

















” A country school, you know, when the parents 
stay at home the children have to stay at home, 
too, for there is no way for them to attend unless 
the older members of the family bring them. The 
solving of the problem of interesting the parents is 
the foundation of the rural Sunday-school. 

The young people are not quite so tied down by 
their parents’ stay-at-home qualities as are the chil- 
dren, so we began with the young people. They 
were given a real live teacher who thoroughly organ- 
ized their class, put the members to work, had monthly 
get-acquainted meetings, increased the membership, 
and freely advertised what the class was doing. This 
class was the foundation upon which we built. A 
Rally Day program was planned by the members 
of the class. Neat postcards with a catchy little 
verse of invitation were sent to the parents of each 
family. .The church was decorated in red, white, and 
blue bunting and flags, and a splendid rally program 
was given by the young people. A general invitation 
to attend the Sunday-school regularly was given by 
the superintendent at the close of the program, and 
two weeks later those parents who had not returned 
for the service the following Sunday were sent dainty 
follow-up postcards, telling them how they were 
missed, 

The young people gave two more programs, an 
Easter and a Mothers’ Day. At both of these: special 
effort was directed toward getting the parents to be 
present. Many of the parents enrolled as regular 
members, the parents’ class was orgenized, and they 
themselves began working to secure new members, 

At this time it was considered wise to try giving a 
Children’s Day program. This meant a great deal 
of practising for the children, and, as all the prac- 
tising had to be done at the church, the parents had 
to bring them. The results were surprising and 
deeply gratifying. Many mothers who before had 
been very indifferent were present at every practise, 
helping drill the little ones, giving splendid sugges- 
tions, and serving willingly in any way they could. 
The fathers came in for their share of work when 
the decorating time came. The actual increase of 
the parent-membership of the Sunday-school as a 
direct result of these activities was very great, and 
the best part of it was that the interest did not seem 
to wane. This we attributed to the follow-up methods 
used in connection with the special services. 

In these follow-up methods we strove to appeal 
to the parents’ interest in two direct ways. First, 
we tried to make them feel a personal interest in the 
work, Every effort was made to make them feel 
that if they had not been present at each session to 
do their share, the school lacked just that much of 
being what it would have been had they contributed 
their part. That is the strongest plank in our plat- 
form. The plank of personal effort. Each member 
of the Sunday-school is given some special work 
to do, either as an individual or as a member of a 
working class which has a definite purpose to ac- 


complish and uses each of its members in the ac- 
complishment of that purpose. 

Second, we appealed to the interest of the parents 
through the interest of their children. In the case 
of the young people we accomplished this by having 
the monthly meetings of: the Young People’s Class at 
the different homes of the members. The parents 
were generous in. throwing open their houses for the 
use of the young. people, and always were present 
during. the program. and- devotional hour, very often 
taking part in the exercises themselves. This stimu- 
lated the pride and interest of the young people, to 
know their efforts were: being watched and com- 
mended by the older members of the Sunday-school, 
and in helping interest the parents their own cause 
was strengthened. 

For the children we gave out-door picnics and 
unique little parties. At each of these affairs the 

arents, and especially the mothers, were urged to 

e present. Always something of interest was plan- 
ned for the older folk, and while the children were 
being entertained with games and stories, the mothers 
were free to enjoy their part of the afternoon’s pro- 
gram. A very helpful group of round-table talks de- 
veloped from this practise. Many stimulating and en- 
couraging suggestions were made by speakers, who 
were secured to address: the parents at many of these 
occasions. A more wholesome and friendly relation- 
ship sprang up.in the neighborhood, and the Sunday- 
school prospered as a result of the changed condi- 
tion. 

A Teachers’ and Parents’ Training Class meets 
once a week, a special parents’ meeting is held once 
every Quarter, and once a year a Sunday-school pic- 
nic is held at some good camping spot near a stream 
of water. In addition to this program, our superin- 
tendent, who is also the Sunday-school District Presi- 
dent, this year conceived the idea of having a_ big 
get-together meeting of the Sunday-school workers 
of the whole district. Each school was invited to 
meet at a beautiful grove on a Sunday morning in 
midsummer. The classes of all four schools were 
combined, the superintendents, teachers, and parents 
all working in harmony, and a_real treat it was in- 
deed. At noon the Parents’ Classes served a delicious 
dinner in the shade of the trees, and in the after- 
noon the children of ali the schools had a parade 
and gave a splendid program. Although this was but 
a trial plan this year, still it proved to be such a fine, 
encouraging, and helpful occasion that I am sure it 
will be a permanent number upon our Working Pro- 
gram for the future years. : } 

These special activities could nut be carried on with- 
out the co-operation of the parents, and, on the cther 
hand, I am sure it is because of these activities and 
the knowledge the parents have that they are a very 
great and necessary part of the good work being 
carried on in our locality, that they do not allow their 
interest ‘to ilag. 

BETHANY, Mo. 
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Lessen for May 2 : 
r Kings 17:1 to 19: 213 2131-29; 2 Kings r:1 to 2:12 
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LESSON 8. MAY 20. 


ELIJAH, THE HERO OF CARMEL 


I Kings 17:1 to 19: 21; 21: 1-29; 2 Kings 1: 1 to 2:12 





Golden Text.— Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Joshua 24 : 15 | 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 

N A pregnant epigram in his Introduction, Dr. 
| Griffith Thomas uses this sentence: “In the worst 

of times the best men appear.” Elijah’s times are 
not so very unlike our own (Dr. Thomas, I, 1; Dr, 
Smellie, 1, 2). Invitations to the “Pinchot luncheon” 
in Philadelphia on April 13, which was an anti-law- 
lessness protest, contained this statement in part: 


The United States government finds that revolution by 
violence is being systematically urged by large groups 
which are increasing in number. This is the natural fruit 
of our present national tendency to disregard law. 

For thirty years: America has had more murders and 
fewer convictions than any other country in the world. 
Our “best people” defy laws which interfere with their 
convenience. There is absolute disregard of civic respon- 
sibility. Unless there is a revival of the spirit of Amer- 
ica the time approaches when neither life, property, nor 
government itself will be safe. 


But if a cure is found for these evils it must come 
not merely by dealing with the fruits but with the 
roots of lawlessness (compare Mrs. Askew, 4, 5). 
And they can only be dealt with by choosing whom 
we will serve, Jehovah or Baal. God is raising up 
Twentieth Century Elijahs to tell us this—men like 
Robert Dick Wilson and William Jennings Bryan. 
Will the nation hear them? 


Our Background Material 


Jezebel had established the accursed worship of 
Baal in Israel. It had played havoc with the Chosen 
People previously (Num. 15:18; Josh. 13:22; Rev. 
2:14). Awful licentiousness formed a part of the 
worship. Jezebel’s father’s devotion to this god, to 
whom he was priest as well as king of Zidon, is in- 
dicated by his name Ethbaal, and the god’s name ap- 
pears in those of some Carthaginian worthies, such 
as Hasdrubal and Hannibal, their country having 
been influenced by Phenicia. Two of the god’s titles 
were “owner of the heavens,” and “owner of the 
sun,” and hence Elijah’s challenge on Carmel to have 
him answer by fire (cempare Dr, Smellie, 5; the Lit- 
tle Jetts). ‘ 

“Men Who Dared” is a series of “Studies in Old 
Testament Manhood,” by Charles’ Gallaudet Trum- 
bull (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, 90 cts.; students’ working edi- 
tion, 15 cts.). Elijah, of this lesson, and Nehemiah, 
of a coming lesson, are included, but the book has an 
added value, especially for teachers of ‘younger pupils, 
from its two suggestive introductory chapters, show- 
ing how to teach Bible biography, and the Interna- 
tional Lessons deal with biography all through this 
atid the Third Quarter, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Elijah reminds us of Melchizedek, neither his father 
nor mother being known nor his exact home locality 
fixed. Ahab, dominated by Jezebel (see Mrs, Askew, 3). 
wanted Israel to look upon Baal and Jehovah as es- 
sentially the same, but Elijah, the man for the age, 
by his very name indicates his mission— “Jehovah 
is God,” : 

The prophet’s whole life is consistent with the 
meaning of his name—the word of Jehovah was 
ever in his mouth, the hand of Jehovah was upon 
him for guidance and diversified service, and he lived 
in the presence of Jehovah, as is pointed out in sug- 
— the teaching principle for the lesson by Dr. 

llis (see also Round-Table, 4). 

His birth hid in silence, and his end a supernatural 
translation (Dr. Thomas, I, 6), he was throughout 
his life a real “live wire,” and there is much in his 
history to inspire boys (Mr. Smith). He was a 
prophet of blood and fire, God owns his wonderful 
testimony on Mount Carmel by fire, and is it any 
wonder that he should be attended into glory by a 
chariot of fire? (Mr. Ridgway, 3.) 

Israel was cursed by three kinds of wickedness, 
weak, strong, and cowardly, against which Elijah’s 
triumphant goodness shines out dazzlingly (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 5). It was not Elijah but Ahab who 
troubled Israel (1 Kings 18:17, 18). It is not God 
but Lenine and Trotsky who trouble Russia; not God 
but Keme!l Pasha who troubles the Near East (Round- 
Table, 3). Elijah’s fearlessness before the king and 
the people demands careful study (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

“It was a small thing for a man whose life was 
passed in Jehovah’s presence to stand before Ahab,” 


. 

Devotional Reading! Psalm 2. - : 

Reference Material: Mal. 4: 5,6; Matt. rx: 14; 16: 14; 17:3) 4 
10, 12; 27: 46-49; Luke 1:17; John 1; 21-25; Rom, 11; 2-4; 
Jamcs 5:17, 18. 

ic : jah and a Poor Womaa, 
17, coh ear t Kings 17: 8-24. 
Memory Verse: To them that love God all things work to- 
ether for good.—Rom. 8 : 28. 
Junior Topi 


Lesson Metehe 1 Kings 18 ; 16-39. 2 
sas td Verse; Choose you this day whom ye will serve.— 
osh. 24: 15. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How Defied Wickedness. 
and Adults: t Modern Reformers 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 18: 30-39 


3@ And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto 
me; and all the came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of Jehovah that was thrown down. 
31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of Jehovah came, saying, Israel shall be thy name. 
32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name -of 
Jehovah; and he made a trench about the altar, as great 
as would tain 1 two es of seed. 33 And he put 
the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pi , and 
laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four jars with 
water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on the wood. 
34 And he said, Do it the second time; and they did it 
the second time. And he said, Do it the third time; and 
they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round 
about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 
36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening oblation, that Elijah the prophet came near, and 
said, O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Jehovah, hear me, 
that this people may know that thou, Jehovah, art God, 
Sand that thou hast turned their heart back again. 
38, Then the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt- 
offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when 
all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they 
said, Jehovah, he is God: Jehovah, he is God. 


1Or, a two-seah measure *Or, for thou didst turn 
their heart backward 
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says Dr. Scofield, commenting on 17:1. God made 
ravens lose their raven-ous nature to bring bread 
and flesh to ‘the hiding prophet! (17:6.) When 
Cherith dried up, God in his providence sent his serv- 
ant to another unlikely place, Zarephath, a widow this 
time being the ministering agent to the man of God 
(Family Worship for Tuesday). Fausset’s comment 
is; 


From Joshua 19:28 we learn Zarephath belonged to 
Asher, and in Deuteronomy 33 : 24 Moses saith, “Let Asher 
dip his foot in oil.” At the end of a three and a half years’ 
dearth, if oil was to be found anywhere, it would be here, 
an undesigned coincidence and mark of genuineness... . 
Here Elijah was the first apostle to the Gentiles (Luke 
4: . » « “The widow, making God’s will her first con- 
~ her own necessary food was “added” to her (Matt. 

: 33). 


In the test on Carmel, there was a rebuke to the 
disunity Of Israel when Elijah, instead of building a 
new altar, rebuilt an old one, “according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons of Jacob,” and a rebuke 
to the idolatry of Israel when Elijah invoked “the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel” (Dr. 
Smellie, 3, 5). There is no better way to start a re- 
vival than by the rebuilt altar (Mr, Ridgway, 1; the 
Cartoon), 

Elijah proved that one who lives near to God, or 
who lets God live in him as we may do in this New 
Testament dispensation, does not need to invoke the 
Deity with a scream (Round-Table, 2). , 

Was it cruel to slay the prophets of Baal? No. 
Idolatry was treason to God as the King of the the- 
ocracy, and treason demands the death penalty (Dr, 
Thomas, III, 8; Deut. 13: 9-11, 15; 18:20). 

The heavens had been shut by Jehovah’s represen- 
tative three years before, and the so-called sky god, 
Baal, had not been able to open them. Now Elijah 
does so by his fervent, effectual prayer (Jas. 5:17, 
18; Family Worship for Wednesday). 

God showed Elijah at Horeb (19:14) that it is not 
by mighty upheavals of nature that true religion is 
to be revived. “Miracles sound the great bell of na- 
ture to call attention,” as Fausset comments, “but the 
Spirit is God’s voice to the soul. Sternness hardens, 
love alone melts.” 

Elijah made a tremendous impress on posterity 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 9). 
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The Truth that Is Golden 


The history in which Elijah’s career is environed 
proves the ruin to which a false liberalism inevitably 
leads, The calf-worship of Aaron and Jeroboam broke 
the Second Commandment, and led to the introduc- 
tion of Baal-worship, which broke the First Com- 
mandment. Thousands are being deceived in Chris- 
tendom to-day by Modernism, a twentieth century 
Jezebel (Rev. 2:20). It is subtle and persuasive. One 
of its leaders in a radical utterance repudiated the vir- 
gin birth of our Lord, the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and gave evidence of lack of faith in the 
substitutionary, vicarious atonement, and then, under 
fire for the statement, declared that his purpose was 
“not to state my own point of view, but to state two 
opposite points of view, which ought to be allowed in 
the Christian Church.” The age has its Elijahs, hows 
ever, who are saying that the true worship of Jehovah 
has no opposite point of view.” “Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve” (Mrs. Askew, 6, 7). 
Teaching Points 

Neither men nor devils can harm a servant of God 
= God is ready to end his service (1 Kings 18: 
7-10). 

Obadiah is what Dr. Scofield calls “a warning type 
of the men of God who adhere to the world while 
still seeking to serve God.” He should have been by; 
Elijah’s side (comp. 2 Tim. 2: 20, 21). Obadiah way 
the same sort of man as the old farmer described in 
Illustration Round-Table (1). ;, 

A warning to girls against drug-store complexions. 
is a practical lesson in this history (Mrs. Askew 

, 2). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did Elijah fill the trench with water thred@ 
times? (Mr. Ridgway, 2.) 

Is our faith of the three-barrel kind? (Mr. Howe 
ard.) 

What is the essence of revival? (Dr. Smellie, 4.) 

Did you ever think of the inconsistency of Elijah in 
that juniper tree experience? (Round-Table, 5.) 

If those who have not bowed to Baal to-day werd 
gathered in one place, how big a hall would it takg 
to hold them? (Family Worship for Friday.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


“ 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Principe or Unity.—Each Iesson should 
be presented as a unity or as an integral part of 


a larger unity. 








O LIFE can be presented as a unity if it is’ 
organized around conflicting principles. In pres 
senting the life of Elijah, however, we seem to be 
given the opportunity to set forth a life whose aim! 
was single, and whose varied activities were unified 
by a devotion to Jehovah that was not only indicated 
by the name he bore but by the life he lived. He. 
bursts in upon Ahab with an introduction that says 
just what his name indicates: “Jehovah is my God,” 
and then in obedience to the word of Jehovah he hies) 
himself away to the brook Cherith. Again, it is the 
word of Jehovah that sends him to Zarephath; by. 
the word of Jehovah he announces to the pious and 
generous widow the unwasting meal and the unfail- 
ing oil, and by Jehovah’s power the soul of her child 
is restored in answer to Elijah’s prayer. On. Mount: 
Carmei he calls upon Jehovah his God to vindicate 
himself as the God of Israel, which he does most 
marvelously through Elijah his prophet. The “hand 
of Jehovah” was upon him as he ran before the char- 
iot of Ahab, and the presence of Jehovah did- not 
forsake him when he fled for his life from Jezebel, 
His was the hard lot of standing before kings in 
rebuke or idolatry or murderous covetousness, as 
well as the happier task of anointing kings and 
prophets for service, but always it was under the 
direction of Jehovah, and apart from his God this 
man’s life like his name would not only be unex- 
plained but inconceivable. It is a unity whose every 
incident is centered upon Jehovah. Thus let our 
pupils study it, and thus may they come away from 
it inspired not only by a life that says at every turn, 
“This one thing I do,” but by a life whose every 
heart throb pulses a proclamation of the reality and 
divine supremacy of Jehovah. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. | 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

IFTY-SEVEN years had elapsed since Jeroboam 

had broken away from Rehoboam, and there had 

been four kings in “s and seven in Israel. 
Ahab, the king of Israel in Elijah’s time, was the 
last of the fourth dynasty, so that with all Jero- 
boam’s care he had not been able to establish his 
house. Terrible decline and apostasy had set in 
which culminated in the time of Ahab and Jezebel 
daughter of the king of Zidon. Baal-worship had 
been introduced, and everything was in gross moral 
darkness. But Ahab and Jezebel had not reckoned 
with Gad, who raised up Elijah to cope with the sit- 
uation. In the worst of times the best of men ap- 
pear. Elijah’s life is very fully recorded. We can 
only look at some of its main features, and our study 
of the history must be always kept in close connec- 
tion with the prophet. (1) 

Faith (chap. 17). (1) The herald, verse 1; (2) 
the fugitive, verses 2-7; (3) the guest, verses 8-24. 
His faith was shown, tested, and rewarded. (2) 

Fearlessness_ (chap. 18). (1) Elijah and God, 
verse 1; (2) Elijah and Ahab, versés 2-20; (3) Eli- 
jah and the people, verses 21-35. (4) Elijah and God, 
verses 36-38; (5) Elijah and the prophets, verses 39, 
40; (6) Elijah and Ahab, verses 41-46. Notice all 
through, Elijah’s courage before enemies, trust in 
God, and prayer for blessing. (3) 

Failure (chap 19). (1) The frightened Prophet, 
verses 1-4; (2) the loving Father, verses 5-8; (3) 
the holy God, verses 6-18; (4) the chastened Serv- 
ant, verses 19-21. We must learn te distrust self, 
depend on God, and do our duty. (4) 

Forcefulness (chap. 21). Five years after Horeb 
Elijah appears again. The story here shows the aw- 
ful state of the country through idolatry. (1) Ahab 
— weak wickedness, verses 1-4; (2) Jezebel — strong 
wickedness, verses 5-10; (3) Elders—cowardly 
wickedness, verses 11-14; (4) Eliiah—triumphant 
goodness, verses 16-20. Mark the prophet’s splendid 
courage, one man alone against all, and his influence, 
even over evil men (v. 20). (5) 

Ney | (2 Kings 2). The sunset of a noble 
life. (1) The last walk, verses 1-6; (2) the last 
work, verses 7, 8; (3) the last word, verses 9, 10; 
(4) the last way, verses 11, 12. He had blessed fel- 
lowship with Elisha because he had such real fel- 
lowship with God. “The spirit and power of Elijah” 
is a phrase with a very real meaning. (6) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 2. A Messianic Psalm 
which illustrates the attitude of Elijah towards the 
evil of his day. Four pictures (1) Sin, verses 1-3; 
(2) God, verses 4-6; (3) Christ, verses 7-9; (4) 
Grace, verses 10-12. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on 1 and 2 Kings 
(Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a 
vol.; sold only in sets); “Elijah,” by F. B. Meyer 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1, net); “Eli- 
jah,” by W. M. Taylor (Harper and Bro., New York, 
75 cts.). 

Il. Reference Material 

Malachi 4:5, 6;° Matthew 11:14; 16:14; 17:3, 4, 10, 
12; 27:46-49; Luke 1:17; John 1:21-25; Romans 11: 
2-4; James 5:17, 18. 

These passages show the remarkable impression 
made by Elijah on all subsequent Jewish history. 

1. Malachi 4:5, 6. The Great Forerunner: (1) at 
Christ’s First Coming (Mark 9:12, 13); (2) at 
Christ’s Second Coming (Rev. 11: 3-6). 

2. Matthew 11:14. Symbolized by John the Bap- 
tist. 

3. Matthew 16:14. Expected by the people. 

4. Matthew 17:3, 4, 10, 12. On the Mount. 

5. Matthew 27: 46-49. Associated with Calvary by 
the Jews. 

6. Luke 1:17. Fulfilment of Malachi 4:5 by John 
the Baptist. 

. John 1: 21-25. Another testimony to the peo- 
ple’s belief in his appearance. 

8. Romans 11:2-4. Paul’s use of an incident in 
Elijah’s life to prove God’s faithfulness. 

9. James 5:17, 18, Elijah as a man of prayer. (7) 
Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: How Elijah Defied 
Wickedness. Two great scenes: chapters 18 and 21. 
(1) Chapter 18. The. courage, the challenge, the test, 
the testimony, the punishment, the prayer. (2) Chap- 
ter 21. The witness for God, the fearlessness against 
evil, the certainty of retribution, the completeness 
of victory. “He feared man so little because he feared 
God so much.” (8) 

2. Young Peopie and Adults: What Modern Re- 
formers Can Learn from Elijah. Two things: (1) 
About their work. All social evils have a moral cause. 
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The fruit always has a root and the root must be 
dealt with if there is to be a real reform. Three 
words have been used to describe evil. It is an 
eruption; like a disease or plague which shows and 
works in the ‘body. It is a corruption; this is the 
cause of the eruption, a wrong condition within. But 
above all it is a disruption, due to the severance of 
man’s life from God. Reformers need to learn all 
these three aspects of evil. (2) About themselves. 
Their own attitude must be, like Elijah’s, marked by 
consistency of life, courage in the face of wrong; con- 
secration to God, and (as the supreme secret) com- 
munion with God by prayer. (9) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

1 Kings 17: 1, 2 is the keynote of Elijah’s entire life, 

1. Recognition of God. “As Jehovah liveth.” 

2. ‘Relationship to God. “Before whom I stand” 
(see Gen, 17:1). 

3. Revelation from God. “The word of Jehovah 
came.” All that he had was at God’s word (18: 36). 


V. Leading Questions 


Why was Elijah’s witness and work so greatly 
needed? 


How can we account for the deep impression felt 
of Elijah centuries after? 

What were the outstanding features of Elijah’s 
character? 


- can we explain his failure and flight? (Chap. 
19. 
I!tustrate prayer from the life of Elijah and the 
references to him in the New Testament. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Morning After Midnight 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE kingdom of Israel never sank to a lower 

depth than in the reign of Ahab and Jezebel. 

It was time for God to work, if his people were 
not to lose altogether the spiritual leadership of the 
nations. And in solemn and startling fashion he un- 
bared his arm. By terrible things in righteousness he 
called the recreants back to himself. (1) 

Elijah his messenger — Elijah stern, rugged, severe, 
but burning with passionate devotion for his Lord, 
and with inextinguishable love for his country. On 
the slope of Carmel the battle was fought out between 
the true faith and the false. From morning till noon- 
day, and from noonday on until the hour of the eve- 
ning sacrifice, the great crowd of Baal’s prophets im- 
portuned their deity. But there was no response; the 
oracles were dumb. Then Elijah stood forth, alone 
against the multitude, to vindicate the name of Je- 
hovah. (2) 

Nothing could be quieter or more deliberate than 
his behavior. The votaries of Baal had strung them- 
selves up to the last pitch of frenzied excitement. 
But he was calm. He knew beforehand on which 
side the victory would lie. There never is any need 
for God’s servants to despair of His cause. 


We notice the carefulness of the preparation. 

Step by step Elijah went forward. First, he bade 
the men of Israel gather closely about him, to make 
sure that there was no trickery or deceit in his action, 
Then, instead of building a new altar on which to 
lay his offering, he repaired an old cairn, raised gen- 
erations back on the hill-crest for the worship of Je- 
hovah, but destroyed by the malignant bigotry of Jeze- 
bel. He restored it, too, in the best way, using twelve 
stones in the work according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Jacob, and so reminding the peo- 
ple of that better epoch in their history when North 
and South lived in union, ere “they stood aloof the 
scars remaining,” and a dreary sea of separation 
flowed between them. Finally, when a trench had 
been dug round the altar, and the sacrifice had been 
cut in pieces and laid on the wood, sacrifice and altar 
and trench were deluged with water, that God’s mir- 
aculous interposition might be placed beyond all de- 
bate. (3) ; 

There is something very significant in this recalling 
to forgetful souls of the tender grace of a day that 
is dead — this commendation of the worship and the 
brotherhood of a more faithful era. Revival, whether 
national or individual, is in large measure a reversion 
to the beliefs, the privileges, and the hopes of the 
godly who have preceded us. It is a fulfilment, and 
not an overthrow, of the past. Of course, God has 
new light and truth to break forth, but we shall not 

ossess ourselves of the new by disparaging and re- 

jecting the old; it must stay with us, while it grows 
vaster and more wonderful every day. You and I 
have reason to build again the altar that has becn 
thrown down. (4) 


We notice, next, the simplicity of the prayer. 

Here was no frantic crying, nor any maddened lac- 
eration of the flesh. Elijah was sober and self-con- 
trolled, free from every exaggeration of speech and 
gesture. He had a noble name for his Lord — the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel. It spoke 
of One in whom the fathers had trusted, and trust- 


-est and simplest sort. 


May 5, 1923 


ing, had not been put to shame. And it brought to 


memory that marvelous night at Peniel when a weak 


man, laying hold on the divine power had conquered ‘ 


and prevailed. Moreover, he had a lofty plea with 
which to enforce his entreaty. Not so much his own 
justification, except as the representative of a Master 
unseen, but the gl 
the goal that Elijah sought. 
day that Thou art God, he said. And he had a mighty 
affection to urge him on. He compassionated those 
wayward Israelites, who were their own worst foes. 
Like Paul, he could have wished himsélf anathema, 
if they were saved from sin and death. That Thou 
hast turned their hearts back again was the boon of 
boons which he craved. (5) 

Elijah, the New Testament tells us, was a giant in 
supplication. His “energized” prayer was “of great 
force.” Yet there is none of us who may not re- 
semble him in this respect, however far he must out- 
strip us elsewhere, For his asking was of the direct- 
He set before him the vision 
of God in His infinite sufficiency and grace ; he coveted 


“the Lord’s honor more than his own; and he yearned 


over men in intercession and pity. So praying, we 
also shall see impossibilities happen, and God descend, 
and the kingdom come in power. 


Thus it was on Carmel. 
completeness of the answer. 

The fire of the Lord fell. It consumed the sacrifice, 
and licked up the water in the trench. The apostasy 
was at an end; and with one voice the people cried, 
Jehovah, He is the God! Jehovah, He is the God! 

The holy and superhuman Fire; Fire of the Lord 
the Spirit—of light and. life in the heart of the 
sinner, of discipline and. of tingling love in the story 
of the saint, of power and renewal in a feeble church 
that has been without courage or enthusiasm: it is 
the touchstone and demonstration of divinity. De- 
litzsch, scholar and saint, wrote of himself: “In the 
Muldenthal I was, as a young man, a witness of soul 
struggles and spiritual triumphs... Still does my life 
find its root in the soil of that first love which I ex- 
perienced, with Lehman, Zopffel, Ferdinand Walther, 
and Biirger. Still to me is the reality of miracles 
sealed by the miracles of grace which I saw with my 
own eyes in the congregations ‘of that blessed valley.” 
We shall be happy, if we can bear the same personal 
testimony. As on Carmel and at Pentecost, God will 
have answered us by Fire; and we shall be certain 
that he is God living and true, Lord of lords and 
King of kings. (6) 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


We notice, last, the 


we 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


OU, Christian, who have known and loved the 

prayer-answering God all your life; you, who have 
had so many answers to your prayers as you have 
interceded for your loved ones—can you realize the 
black darkness of heathenism when there is no an- 
swer from above through all the weary years, no 
glimmer of light, no matter what the frenzy and de- 
sire of the needy? The old priests of Baal were 
intensely anxious for the honor of their god and their 
own prestige; but what of the mothers of heathen- 
dom, with hearts bleeding for their little ones? The 
wife as her husband’s life ebbs away? No hope. All 
dark. So dark. 

O Lord, when wilt Thou arise and touch the hearts 
of these Christians in the homelands who care not 
for the tortured millions across the sea? Lord, 
arise! Stir these cold hearts into a flame that shall 
enkindle others, till they burn and glow hotter and 
hotter with Thy great love for the suffering and the 
lost, and many shall turn from the paths of idleness 
to bring the heathen tidings of the loving God Who 
answers prayer! 

Let us indeed preach the Gospel to the heathen: 
but let us also be very careful to repair the altar of 
God in our own hearts, homes, churches, and Sun- 
day-schools, too; there must be the constarit witness 
to the one God (not to self, or Mammon, or any 
idols) in our own lives, before the fire of God falls 
to convert the outsiders. First prayer —then power. 
First faith — then fire. : 

Elijah stood alone. Dare you do likewise, for God? 
Dare you go forth where like many another mission- 
ary, you may be the only witness for Christ among 
half a million idol-worshipers? Go! And the Lord 
be with thee. 


Nracara Fa tts, Can. 
w 


Practical help on lesson preparation, knowing the 
pupil, securing attention, asking questions, using illus- 
trations, conducting reviews, getting the pupils to 
work, leading them to Christ, 1s contained in Philip 
E. Howard’s new book, “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools” (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, 75 cts.). It is an ideal little book to give to the 
untrained teacher, and will prove equally valuable as 
supplementary reading for the trained teacher. 
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Lesson for May 2 


t Kings 17:1 to 19:21; 21: 1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:14 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Altar Repairs.—Elijah said . . . Come 
near. . . . And he repaired the altar 
(18:30). I have always considered the 
picture of this one lone man on the Car- 
mel cliff one of the noblest and most in- 
spiring spectacles in history. One fear- 
less, faith-filled man defying an angered 
king anda bloodthirsty tigress queen and 
a corrupted hostile nation — where can 
you match the situation? At his back 
stretching away to the Jordan was a 
burnt-up land where famine stalked. 
Upon him all the blame of it. The three 
in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the 
lions’ den — well, this was both ordeals 
in one. Notice how Elijah handled the 
situation. What do you do when you 
get into the tight place, the trying place, 
the hopeless. place, the up-against-it place, 
the despairing place, the impossible 
place? Elijah,—“He repaired the altar.” 
The first note Elijah struck was the re- 
ligious note. This is the way to start 
the song of victory. No one stands for 
evangelism in the church more emphat- 
ically than the fellow who writes this 
note, but there is also a great repair 
business beside the new work. Repair- 
ing the family altar. Many, yea alas, 
most, are broken down. Often with 
Jezebel results. The best work we do 
in our Coatesville Sunday-schools is our 
Daily Bible Reading scheme, by means 
of which we strive to repair broken- 
down family altars. We hand out a 
card each Sunday with a reading for 
each day. It is brought back next Sun- 
day signed by father, mother, and all 
the family. Does any one imagine there 
would have been any descending fire 
without that rebuilt altar? Start work 
up at your house, and see what will hap- 
pen in your family (Isa. 56:7). (1) 


The Great Big Boy.—Do it the third 
ttmte (v. 34). Why the third time? Why 
not let it go at two, or square it by four? 
Every one who has been a boy and reads 
this knows that to kill a snake properly 
you must “sock it to ’im three times.” If 
you expect to lick Bully Brandt you 
must spit on your hands three times. 
“Three times tells the tale,” is one of the 
cardinal beliefs of Boytown. Yes, in- 
deed, seriously, I think this is the very 
reason Elijah had it done three times. 
I am not an evolutionist. I do not think 
the modern boy has évoluted from some 
prehistoric boy. I think the boys that 
jabbered and gabbled at the Tower of 
Babel were just like that polyglot bunch 
of aliens that I passed on the Rock Run 
road the other day. In other words, I 
want to say that in this study of Elijah 
he* impresses me as being just A Great 
Big Boy. Look at him here to-day on 
Carmel playing the game of his life, 
Daring the Devil and all his hosts. 
Spunk right up to the dying point. Faith 
burning with the unquestioned fire of 
youth. “Wet her again!” Elijah the un- 
reasoning boy aflame with his enthusi- 
asm — and then to-morrow chased by a 
woman. Just like poor old Mrs. Little 
used to send us Midway ragamuffins a 
scurrying. “He’s too young for that 
job,” said the executive. “Why, he’s a 
hummer,” said the foreman. “Yes, but 
the trouble with the boy is I am afraid 
he will lose his nerve on the reactions.” 
When the boy comes to the place where 
he doesn’t lose his nerve he is no longer 
a boy: he is a man. Yes, Elijah was a 
great big boy sort of man, That is why 
God loved him. Why we love him. He 
was human and clear as crystal. Of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven. (2) 


? 


Answering by Fire.—Then the fire of 
Jehovah fell (v. 38). What a moment 
that must have been. What more dra- 
matic setting for God to manifest him- 
self to an apostate and renegade people. 
A scorched and desolate land. A hungry 
crowd. A bedeviled and bleeding and 
panting bunch of Baalim. One fiery and 
blazing prophet of God. No other an- 
swer than an answer by fire. No won- 
der that later a chariot of fire should 
drive up for this man of fire. Yes, this 
was long, long ago, and. the occasion ex- 
ceptional and peculiar, but that Christian 
has lived in vain who has not discovered 
that God still answers by fire when he 





can find an Elijah. I am reading the 
“Life of William Booth,” the founder of 
the Salvation Army. When you read it 
you will not be surprised that I think 
“Elijah.” How the London heathen 
roared around him, including one named 
Huxley. How magnificently God sent 
down the answer. By the way, when 
you look at General Booth’s picture you 
will find on his breast these words “Btoop 
AND Fire.” God answered his Elijahs 
who stood alone in Asia, Africa, and the 
Isles of the Sea. answered the 
tid McAuleys, the Harry Monroes, the 

el Trotters, the George Longs who 
went and stood alone for him amid the 
heathen of the slums. God has answered 
unnamed and countless Elijahs of 
Motherhood and Fatherhood who have 
stood alone for him in the home. God 
always answers his Elijahs and he an- 
swers by fire. Read any biography of 
any Great One and you will see. When 
you come to America I will only say 
Abraham Lincoln and Nancy Hanks! (1 
Chron. 21: 26.) (3) 


CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and feading. carefully 
a leaflet explaining. the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other wWerses than the 

Iden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Wouldn’t Be Rash!—How long go ye 
limping between the two sides? (18: 21.) 
“What!” exclaimed a stranger talking to 
an old farm laborer, “you’ve walked 
four miles to and from the farm every 
day for over sixty years? Why didn’t 
you move nearer your job?” “Well, ye 
see,” responded the cautious laborer, “I 
wasn’t really sure whether it was a per- 
manent job or not.” It is a similar at- 
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titude of mind often found in people who 
go limping between God and the world. 
—From the Christian Herald. 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 
Prize illustration. (1) 


Why He Shouted.—And they cried 
aloud ... Elijah the prophet came near, 
and said (vs. 28-36). One day a little 


girl heard a ranting preacher praying) 


most lustily till the roof rang with the 
strength of his supplication, Beckoning 
the maternal ear down to a speaking- 
place, she whispered, “Mother, don’t you 
think if he lived nearer God he would 
not have to talk so loud?”—From the 
King’s Business. 
Winnipeg, Can., and J. A. Raiser, Bu- 
cyrus, Ohio. (2) , 


Just As Easy.—That this people may 
know that thou art. the Lord God (v. 
37). ‘After young Russian communists 
have abolished God, maybe they'll blow 
out the Northern Lights——From the To- 
Iedo Blade. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucy- 
rus, Ohio. (3) 


First, Things First.—Jehovah, he is 
God (v. 39). A worker in New York 
on one of her visits to Eliada Orphanage 
told the children how in the great city 
they had put up everywhere they could the 
sign, “Safety First.” One little fellow 
jumped up and said, “Down here we put 
God first."—From tie Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (4) 


Are We Like Him?—He arose, and 
went for his life... . He... sat down 
under a juniper-tree; and he requesied 
for himself that he might die (19: 3, 4). 
Elijah was running to save his life, and 
wishing he could die. What a bundle 
of contradictions we mortals are !—Orig- 
inal. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, 
N. Y. (8) 


What She Was After. — Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve (Golden 
Text). When the German army (dur- 
ing the Franco-Prussian War) was pro- 
ceeding towards Paris, they passed 
through many villages. At one of these 
villages they were met with weapons of 
various descriptions. It is said that an 
old woman came out with a crutch, 
which she swung in the air. “Go back! 
they will think you are mad.” “I don’t 
care what they think,” said she, “as long 
as they know whose side I’m on.”—From 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Elijah First Move 
was to rebuild the 
Fallen Altar. 
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the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, 


Sent by Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, we 
thank thee for the revealing of thy power in 
answer to the prayer of faith, We thank 
thee for the testimony of thy saints in all 
the ages. Grant that we, too, may be faith- 
ful and courageous, whatever opposition may 
challenge thy word. May we not be dis- 
turbed by the noise of thy enemies, but re- 


Sent by M. Taylor,| joice that we are counted worthy to bear 


testimony in thy name. May we learn the 
power of the prayer of faith, in thy dear 
name, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do we trust God 
far enough? Some of us in Elijah’s 
place might have arranged that sacrifice 
in the usual way on the altar, and then 
expected the fire to consume. And we 
might even have sprinkled water on it. 
But how about drenching it,— yes, three 
times, until the trench around the altar 
was full? Is your faith the three-barrel 
kind? If not, why not? Oh, that we 
might daré great things for God in a 
great faith! How often he overwhelms 
us with his answers! How seldom we 
go to the greatest lengths of what he 
would do through us! Shall we not 
trust him fully? Let us pray. 


ait 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Faith of our Fathers.” 

“Fling out the banner.” 

“The whole world was lost in the darkness 
of sin.” 

“Lead ‘on, O King Eternal.” 

“Sound the battle cry!” 

“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!” 

“Jesus, keep me near the cross.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 


of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other part. of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 


the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 


tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Jehovah Sits Enthroned” (187 : 1-4). 
Psalm 93 : 1-5. 


“Better to Trust” (233: 1-3). Psalm 118 : 1-9. 


“On the Good and Faithful” (6: 1-3). 
Psalm 4: 1-8, 
“Under His Wings” (182 : 1-4). Psalm gr : 1-16, 


“The Lord is Good’’ (295 


te 


:f-+). Psalm 145 : 1-21. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God takes care 

of his messengers, 

Review (lesson pictures will help to 
recall these people).—Because Abraham 
obeyed God’s message, God cared for 
him during the long journey to a strange 
land and made-him to prosper. 

In Egypt Joseph did not fear to speak 
God’s message before the king, who hon- 
ored him and made him governor. 

Moses bravely spoke many of God’s 
messages before Pharaoh, so God 
cared for Moses as he led the people 
during their long journey to the Prom- 
ised Land. 

God trusted the child Samuel to carry 
his message to old Eli. Later Samuel 
became God’s messenger to King Saul 
and all his people. 

David was ‘not afraid to speak, sing 
fight, or play before King Saul. After- 
wards David became the ‘king. So God 
made many things to work together for 
good to these men who loved him. 

Lesson Story (include enough to com- 
plete the story about the rain).—A 
strong, brave boy grew up beyond the 
Jordan. He dressed in rough clothing of 
camel's hair and wore a leather girdle. 
One day God told this man Elijah to 
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speak this message before wicked Ahab: 
As the God of Israel lives, before whom 
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years but according to my word. 
Then Elijah disappeared. 

The message troubled Ahab, who 
would have killed Elijah had he known 
where to find him. But God cared for 
Elijah. God told him to hide in a ravine 
near a brook, then God sent bread and 
meat to him by the ravens. 

No rain fell. Pastures and brooks were 
drying up. Then God said to Elijah, 
Arise, journey across the country to Za- 
rephath, where have commanded a 
widow woman to care for you. Elijah 
made the long journey safely and saw 
a woman near the city gate gathering 
sticks. Elijah was hungry and thirsty, 
so he called, Please bring me a little 
water that I may drink. The woman 
knew that Elijah must be God’s mes- 
senger, so she started to fetch the water, 
when Elijah called, Bring me, I pray 
you, a bit of bread in your hand, . 

Then the woman answered, As God 
lives, I have no bread, but only a hand- 
ful of meal and a little oil to mix a tiny 
cake of br for myself and my son 
that we may eat it and die. I was gath- 
ering these few sticks to bake the bread. 

Elijah said, Fear not, do as you have 
said, but make me a bit of bread first 
and bring it, then make for yourself and 
son, for God says that your meal and 
your oil shall not fail until he. sends 
rain again. The widow believed God’s 
promise and did as Elijah had asked, and 
they all had enough, God kept his prom- 
ise, 

There came a day when sorrow en- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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tered that home. The widow’s boy was 
so ill that his breath left his body. She 
told Elijah, who said, Give me your 
child. In his strong arms, Elijah car- 
ried the child to the loft where he slept 
and laid him on his bed. Elijah prayed, 
Let this child’s soul come into him again. 
As he prayed Elijah stretched himself 
upon the child three times. God heard 
and answered — for the soul of the child 
came into him again. Then Elijah took 
the child from his room into the house 
to his mother and said, See! your son 
is alive! In her joy the woman said, 
Now I know that you are a man of God 
and that you speak the truth. 

Long before this King Ahab had 
learned that Elijah had spoken the truth 
about the rain. Months passed. The 
king and his governor went out them- 
selves to hunt for water and pastures for 
their cattle... Everything was dry. One 
day Elijah met the governor suddenly 
and said, Go, tell Ahab that you have 
seen me. When Elijah and King Ahab 
met they arranged for a contest to prove 
whether Ahab’s idols or Elijah’s God 
would be able to send rain. 

Elijah won the test; the people be- 
lieved in his God and said, The Lord, 
He is God. There was sound of abun- 
dance of rain, which soon fell in tor- 
rents. (Ask somebody at home to read 
to you the whole exciting story from 
the book of Kings in the Bible.) 

So God took care of his faithful mes- 
senger, Elijah, and the widow supplied 
his needs during the famine. In the 
Bible is this promise: To them that love 
God, all things work together for good. 

Closing Song: 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 

Iowa, 35 cts.) 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “A Live Wire.” 
Discussion: Compare the character of 

Elijah with that of Joseph, Moses, Sam- 

uel, David. In what respect is Elijah 

unique in his service to God? Is it nec- 
essary for a man to have “blue blood 





in his veins” or to be cultured, in or- 
der to be mightily used of God? On the 
other hand, are these things to be de- | 
spised? 


Objective: Jehovah, before whom you 
may stand. 











= 4%, fellows, it was a very innocent | 
looking scrap of wire lying on the! 
ground, and a man stooped to pick it 
up and cast it out of his way. It cost 
him his life. That insignificant strand 
was connected. It had twenty-three hun- 
dred volts of electricity surging through 
its rusty body. Over there, somewhere 
out of sight, was a great dynamo gen- 
erating the power which transformed a 
scrap of wire into an engine of terrific 
effectiveness. 

Elijah was a live wire. 


what people who’ require a _ pedigree 
would call “a nobody.” 

Yet his first recorded appearance is 
before King Ahab, boldly proclaiming 
God’s judgments against Israel. Next, 
we see him on Mount Carmel putting 
God to the test before four hundred 
prophets of Baal, and the king and a 
great multitude of people; giving an ex- 
hibition of fireworks in the name of God 
sO amazing and bewildering that all the 
people fel] upon their faces, shouting, 
“Jehovah, he is the God! Jehovah, he 
is the God!” 

So here’s this mountain of-a man, in 
himself a nobody from nowhere, but in 
his name Elijah, meaning “My God is 
Jehovah,” a veritable volcano of power. ' 
What does it mean, fellows? Why, just 
this: A man is nothing comparatively; 
God is everything. But man, linked with | 
God, becomes Godlike and invincible. | 

Is this anything to you? Sure, it is.| 
That is, if you have any ambition to be 
something in the world; if you covet) 
the privilege of being a God-used indi- 
vidual. I want you to read the seven- 
teenth, eighteenth, and mineteenth chap- 
ters of the First Book of Kings, and un- 
cover for yourselves the secret of Eli- 
jah’s power. “Jehovah, before whom I 
stand,” he declared, and in the confidence 
of that fearless motto all the pomp and 
splendor of King Ahab’s court dwindled 
into littleness. 

How do you stand before God, my 








boy? It matters not who or what your 
father is, nor how high you get in the 
world, nor how many medals you've 
won, nor how much your boss thinks 
of you, if you do not stand before God. 
If you can approach every test with a 
“Tehovah, before whom I stand” under- 
girding the effort, then you can smile 


| and walk through it like a man. You 


will live a dauntless life; you will never 
be afraid. You may in an unguarded mo- 
ment make a juniper slip, but you will 
rise and receive a new and greater 
knighthood. 

Elijah’s birth is hid in silence. His 
end was deathless. He spoke for God 
on earth, and God sent his own outfit 
to bring him home. It matters not who 
you are, nor from whence youcome. The 
thing that matters is whether you are 
standing before Jehovah, trustful and 
confident. “Stand, therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteous- 
ness; take unto you the whole 
armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand!” 

Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Jezebel, the woman on the wrong 
side. 

2. Elijah, the man on the right side. 
3. You— which.side are you on? 











s¢I’LL bet Jezebel was handsome, all 
right!” observed one little girl who 


| 





| among you, girls. 


| 
Ahab, Jezebel, | had been listening with breathless inter-| 


and the prophets of Baal thought to pick! est te the stories of Elijah’s contests| 


him up and cast him aside, but they) 
failed to take into account that they'| 
were dealing with a man surcharged 
with the very power of Almighty God. ! 
Long after Elijah’s day, when a man of | 
dynamic force appeared on the scene, ru-| 
mors flew thick and fast, “Elijah has come | 
back!” They thought that of John the 
Baptist, and also of Jesus Christ. Eli- 
jah wrote his autograph in lefters of fire 
on the pages of Israel’s history, and the 
generations which followed him named 
his name in holy awe. 

Fellows, what was it in Elijah to make 
him such a power? Surely not family, 
position, or training. I suppose while 
he was a lad, and later a young man, 
folks noticed him very little, if at all. 
He does not appear to have ‘been any- 
body specially. There’s no record of a 
family connection either before him or 
after him. We don’t even know where 
Tishbe, his home town, was, except that 
it was in the land of Gilead. Elijah was 





with her. “Wasn’t she?” 

After a moment’s thought the teacher 
replied, “Probably so— doubtless splen- 
didly dressed, and impressively magnifi- 
cent-looking. But the only comment the 
Bible makes on her looks, that I can re- 
cali, is that she painted her face—as 
women of her type have been doing ever 
since.” 

“Oh, but every one does it now,” pro- 
tested the girl, after a moment’s sur- 
prised silence on her part, while the rest 
listened, smiling significantly. 

“Every one?” questioned the teacher, 
smiling herself with pointed significance. 
“T’ll grant that many do it now who are 
not like Jezebel, but through the long 
ages all of her sort have done it, so that 
‘a painted woman’ and ‘a Jezebel’ have 
been almost synonymous terms” (2 
Kings 9:30). (1) 

Perhaps from this very practical start- 
ing-point you can interest your girls in 
this Sidonian princess whom Ahab the 
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son of Omri took to wife (“as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the 
sins of Jeroboam’”), and who led her 
weak and wicked husband into the open 
worship of her father’s god, Baal, build- 
ing him an altar and a temple right in the 
heart of the land of Jehovah’s chosen 
people. From this beginning “Ahab did 
yet more to provoke Jehovah, the God of 
srael, to anger than all the kings of Is- 
rael that were before him,” and so God 
needed such a messenger as Elijah to 
® to save his people from utter ruin. 


Have one girl abionere to emphasize 
Jezebel’s part in Elijah’s life. She will 
not have to draw on her imagination at 
all—it is made clear and definite in scene 
after scene. Note that when Ahab might 
have heeded Elijah’s warnings, either 
Jezebel herself or the religion of nature- 


| worship which she had taught her hus- 


band threw the balance on the other side, 
and so dragged Ahab down to final ruin. 
Certainly she was the woman on the 
wrong side, in the king’s life and in the 
prophet’s life—and who can count the 
thousands among the people whom she 
brought down with her false teachings, 
through the 850 prophets that ate at her 
table—were fed on the people’s taxes? 
(1 Kings 18: 19.) Do you not think there 
were thousands who were ready to help 
Elijah rid their land of such usurpers? 
(1 Kings 18:40; 19:1, 19.) (3) 

2. Have the girls give just thumb-nail 
sketches of those earlier scenes in_Eli- 
jah’s life—the sudden, fearless appéar- 
ance at the court of Ahab; the solitary 
months by the brook Cherith; the long 
stay with the widow of Zarephath, with 
its daily miracle and its closing mercy; 
Ahab’s long search for the offending 
prophet; the great contest on Carmel; 
the flight from Jezebel; the angel-minis- 
try under the juniper-tree; the “still. 
small voice” at Horeb; the return and the 
three anointings. But give full time to 
chapter 21, in which the woman on the 
wrong side and the man on the right 
side had each their turn with this king 
whom “Jezebel his wife had stirred up,” 
but whom Elijah the prophet so con- 
victed of his sin that he “went softly” 
before God and so held back the swift 
punishment pronounced against him .and 
his house. (4) ; 

In no other incident do Jezebel’s utter 
cruelty and cunning stand out in bolder 
contrast with Elijah’s splendid courage 
than in this story of Naboth’s vine- 
yard. And it is so well told that your 
girls will delight in the reading of it, if 
it is thoughtfully done. There are such 
clear, fine points of justice and truth.in it, 
such unerring justice in God’s judgments, 
though you must read 2 Kings 9, espe- 
cially verses 30-37, to complete the final 
fulfilment of Elijah’s prophecy against 
this destroyer of God’s servants. (Note 
verses 6, 7.) (5) 

3. And now come home to the per- 
sonal question, “Which side are you on — 
you dear girls of Christian America, in 
1923?" Of course you have ‘no such 
monster of cruel violence as Jezebel 
But to every girl in 


| your group there has already come in 


some measure the choice of where and 
how she will use her influence, of what 
her influence shall be, in the home, the 
home, the schoolroom, the shop, or of- 
fice, or mill—in her “set.” On which side 
is she counting, as the questions of right 
and wrong come up day by day? Does 
she stand for unselfish deeds, pure 
thoughts, clean speech? Is she one of 
those “seven thousand” whom God sees 
to be on his side, with his leaders? (6) 

And is she remembering that her in- 
fluence will grow, with the coming years, 
small though it be now —that she will 
one day influence some man as truly as 
Jezebel influenced Ahab, and that influ- 
ence will be what she is, what she is 
daily becoming? “What I am to be I 
am becoming” is a motto girls do well 
to adopt. What her youth is her wo- 
manhood will be —and so her influence 
over him whose life companion she is 
dreaming herself to be in the day-dreams 
of girlhood. (7) 

Home Study 

Read the end of Ahab’s life, 1 Kings 
22; and the end of Elijah’s, 2 Kings 2. 

Decatur, GA. 
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1 Kings 
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YOU CAN EASILY SOLVE 


YOUR CHILDREN’S DAY PROGRAM PROBLEM 


by selecting either of these Children’s Day books. 
ere is a wealth of Saige) noe Ly ee 

Exerci: Dialogues, D on 

Ch 4 All arrit ded presented in simple 

style—each containing more than enough ma 

for your - RR each description 


THE PARAMOUNT CHILDREN’S DAY BOOK 











A collection of Recitations, Exercises, 
Playlets, ‘Motion Songs, and Choruses j- 
fects that are sure to s and delight. 
yf egy oy 

a u pagean 
P. t Children’s Day Book leaves nothi 
to be desired. You, will be wonderfully 


= it. Every number is 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
A superb collection of more than 100 Recitations 
vam S, Oritssn All say to 
vel \° 
= ee ob 8 material enough for several years, 
The price of each of the above books is 25c. 
Write to your supply house or send direct to 


MEYER & BROTHER 
56 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

















REN’S DAY. 
Gans wUste- FREE 


Free Samples of Complete Services to Super- 
intendents, Pastors or Committees. ‘ 
* Helper No. 9. Book of Songs, Recitations, Drills, 


etc., 20c each. 
* 3 Biblical P its, 25c each. 
* No returnable copies sent. 
New Children’s Cantata 
THE AWAKENING 
Suitable for Children’s Day, 25c each. Send for sample 
HYMNS OF THE LIVING GOSPEL 
Just published. A collection new and popular 
Gospel and Sunday School Hymns. 158 in all, plus 
a2 responsive readings, 20c a copy; $18 a hundred. 
SUPE R Si PACKET 
Send 35 cents in stamps for packet of 3 regular ser- 
vices, t Helper, No. 9; 3 Biblical Pageants; 1 Beauti- 
tul Solo. Value 91 cents. 35c¢ pays for packet and 
postage. Greatest value. 


HALL-MACK CO., t 2ist and Arch Streets, 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Children’s Day Music 


**GOLDEN SUNBEAMS’’—‘‘THE MESSAGE OP 
THE FLOWERS,’ ’two beautiful new C.D. services, 
with ringing carols for the entire school. Postpaid 80c 

r doz., $6.00 per roo. FREE sample copies. Enclose 
15¢ for a roll of samples of five of our best, including 


the above. 
ELEVEN CH.DAY MOTION SONGS. Postpaid ; 
ROSCHE’S RECITATIONS, DIALOGS AND 
DRILLS FOR C..D. Nos. 4 and 5, 25c each,the two 


or 45C. 
“SUMME TIME,’’ a C.D. cantata. Postpaid 35c. 
P ey MOTHER,”’ for Mother’s Day, Sample seut 
ior 8c. 
describing An- 


FREE s*2' 
them Books for theChoir, 
Duets, Trios and Qts. for both 


male and female voices, Choir 

Cantatas, etc. 

PLAYS without music, Dra- 
mas, Monologs, Read- 

ings, Entertainments, Musical 


Readings, etc. FREE 


Catalog mailed 


GEO. F, ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 




















Ag, Songs Rich in 
“8 Christian Experience 










“TABERNACLE HYMNS NO, 2’’—Favorite 
nwa Songs for all Churck and Sunday 
chool purposes. 320 pages—351 songs. 
Strong in the fandsaentals of the Faith. 
Art Buckram, {>-2 = hundred; Ma- 
nila, $30.00 per bundred. : 
“TABERNACLE CHOIR” —Hymns tor choir 
use exclusively, Mg number tested in 
large mixed choirs. Music adapted to the 
trained choir or beginners. 192 pages ; 82 
selections. Beautifully bound in Art 
Buckram. Prices, 75c single copies, $7.75 
per dozen, $60.00 per hundred. 
Returnable copy of either book to song 
committees or choir leaders on request. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CC. 


Room 1200. 29 So. La Salle St,, Chicago, tl. 
Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Religious- 
Educational College course of 4 
years,college degree of Th. B. Grad- 
uate School of Theology. 3-year 
course, degree of B.D. An em- 
bodiment of the highest ideals of evangelical culture 
and unity. 


q NATHAN R. WOOD, President 
Gordon College of Theology and Missions, Boston, 


Cuticura Soap 
Complexions 
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| The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





May 27. Medical Missions at Home and 
Abroad. Matt. 4 : 23-25; 10 : 5-8. 
June 3. Lessons from the Psalms. 6. The 
Shepherd Psalm. Psa. 23 : 1-6. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 
June ro. Lessons from Every-day Objects. 
Prov. 24:20; 26:20; 27:17; Jer. 23 : 29. 
June 17. What Are Some Reforms That 
Call for Our Help? Luke 3: 7-14. 
Sunday, May 20 
Something in the Bible That Has 
Helped Me (Psa. 19 : 7-14). (Union 
meeting with the Juniors and Inter- 
mediates ) 





Mon.—Help to salvation (John 3 : 14-21). 
Tues.—To peace (Phil. 4 : 4-8). 
Wed.—To know God (John 14 : 8-14). 
Thurs.—To pray (Matt. 6: 5-15). 
Fri—To testify (Rom. 10 : 9-13). 
Sat.—To serve (1 Pet. 5: 1-11). 











At what time does the Bible help you most? 

What is the most helpful truth you have 
found in the Bible? 

Why does searching study reveal wonders 
in the Bible? 


OW dark the world would be, mor- 
ally and spiritually, if it were not 
for the Book of books! We are helped 
in a thousand ways we never realize by 
benefits that we could not have had were 
it not for the Bible. Even “life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness” would not 
be our portion were it not that the Book 
has said, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
There is not one of us who can say, 
“That Bible means nothing to me, it} 
has never helped me.” Its message has 
guarded and secured our very lives 
themselves, - 


But God meant that the Word of his 
love should do more than merely make 
the earth a livable place. He has given 
a message in it for the human heart, a 
message of reconciliation. “We love 
him because he first loved us, and gave 
himself for us.” We cannot begin to ap- 
preciate the real help that can come to 
us from the Bible unless we first of all 
receive its main message: Christ has 
died for us that we may be reconciled 
to God. That redeeming Love accepted, 
and all other blessings will flow from it. 
But the Bible cannot mean much to us 
until we personally know Him whose 
message it is. 


If any one cannot remember any per- 
sonal help that the Bible has given to 
him, it is not an indication that the Book 
cannot help. Rather it is a sure indica- 
tion that that one has never given the 
book a chance to help. If one neglects 
the reading of the Bible, not allowing 
himself to be saturated with its won- 
derful message, is it any wonder that 
when looking over the past he cannot 
find that it has helped him? The fault 
does not lie in the Book, it lies in us, 

w 


Practical Bible Reading 
When — 
You are in sorrow read John 14. 
Others have failed you read Psalm 27, 
You have sinned read Psalm 51 : 1-17, a 
You are in danger read Psalm 91. 
You are discouraged read Hebrews 12: 1-13. 
You are irritable read 1 Corinthians 13. 
You want Christian assurance read Romans 
8. 
want courage read Joshua r. 
world seems bigger than God read 
Psalm go. 
have the blues read Psalm 34. 
You want rest and peace read John 16. 
You don’t know what to pray read John 17. 
Doubts come read John 7: 17, 


If — 

You are lonely and fearful read Psalm 23. 

You have forgotten your blessings read 
Psalm 103. 

You want to be fruitful read John 1s. 

The future looks uncertain read Revelation 
22. 

You are prosperous read Psalm 2,4. 

aes looks all right read 2 Timothy 
4: 1-8. 


You 
The 


You 
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SJocurlmelebentente a Gellar 
JULY 5th to 


Moody Bible Institute Acoust sa 


For Pastors, Teachers, secular school teachers and Christian 
Workers desiring better equipment along Bible andrelatedlines. 


Robertson, 
ist on the 


of theo’ 

1 Bible scho r pi 
Toronto; Prot A te eo s, Selogy, Juniata 
re us education and psychology, Juniata 
Dr. Geo, S. McCune, authority on missions in Korea, 
now ident Huron College, S. D.; Rev. S. B. 
Rohold, Jewish scholar, recently returned after two 

ears in Palestine; Rev. P. W. Philpott of Moody 
Church, noted pastor and conference speaker; Rev. 
E. S. Lorenz, veteran composer, author of “Practical 

Church Music.” 
am, in- 


All the above, also a strong, epacialty arranged progré 
cluding twenty-five different subjects from the Institute’s regu- . 
lar courses (music, practical work—field clinics in Chicago, included) will be provided free of 
charge except for private music lessons. 
An ity of unique value! Apply early {2% reservations. Board and room at same rates 
enrolled special students in the Institute buildings to limit of capacky. Ask for 
omen, 


opportuni 
as regular! | 
free booklet, giving full particulars. Address, either Superintendent of Men or of 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, IIL. 
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Lives of men and women would be transformed—homes 
would be happier—the breeding places of vice and crime 
would disappear— injustice, oppression and greed would 
cease—Christ would be enthroned and social justice pre- 
vail—our great centers would be cities beautiful wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 
In our great cosmopolitan cities the American Bible Society is dis- 
tributing the scriptures in more than 80 languages the value of which 
no man can measure. 
We invite you to share in this program by immediate gift or legacy. 
e annuity plan ives you an opportunity of hel ing enerously 
withou age gs ecause you receive an income for life on your 


benevolent gift. Write for booklet 16A. 
American Bible Society, Bibie House [BIBLE 
\ehder] soe 7 
: ad 
tc 


New York 
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MOTHERS OF MEN A. SONGALOGUE FOR 


A Complete Service For Reader and Choir. 
Send 25c for copy with two (2) New Children’s Day Services and a Flower Song Pantomime. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH COMPANY, 153 WAVERLY PLACE, - = = NEW YORK, N. Y. 


CHRISTIAN CARTOONS 


By E. J. Pace, D.D. 


A collection of almost 100 of the best of Dr. Pace’s famous cartoons, in permanent book 
form. - Here are cartoons on Bible study, prayer, the practical Christian life, Second Com- 
ing, warnings against worldliness, evolution and the higher criticism, Christian Science and 
all kinds of isms, and the only way of salvation is shown in progressive study—a striking 
illustration on almost any subject. In attractive book form, only 75 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 














PHILADELPHIA, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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How. to Get Two Books Free 


RE you planning to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school building, 
or to reorganize your church activities this year? The Sunday School 
Times believes that it can save you time and expense, and help you solve 

your problems. It can, for instance, put into your hands free booklets giving you 
the latest standard methods in church and Sunday-school architecture, as well as 
direct you also to other books that qe may wish to purchase and that may have 
a very definite bearing on your problem. .Furthermore, the Times can put you in 
touch quickly with supply and equipment firms who can give you pointers as to the 
best way in which to perform your constructive piece of work. For instance, if 
you wish to take a large space in an old church or Sunday-school building and 
partition it into rooms Tee teachers, the Times can diregt you as to where to get 
the best partitions. And in a score or more of ways, of which this is but an in- 
stance, the Times can render you valuable service. 

So confident is it of this, that if you will fill out and sign the questionnaire 
printed below, The Sunday School Times will send you, with its compliments, any 
two of the booklets here listed, most of them about fifty, pages each, provided the 
equipment you intend to purchase will amount to $200 or more. 


You May Select Any Two of These Books 
(Please check the two you desire.) 


Radio Active Texts, by Bishop Henry W. Warren. 

Through the Bible By Questions, by O. S. Schultz. 

The Strategic Value of Prayer, by Gordon Watt. 

Bible Alphabets and Memory Work, by Alan S. Pearce. 

Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? by Robert Dick Wilson. 

The Bible and Its Enemies, by William Jennings Bryan. 

The Religion of Religious Psychology, by Charles Calvert Ellis. 
Problems of a Christian College Student, by J. A. Morris Kimber. 
How to Speak Without Notes, by Robert E. Speer. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, by C. E. Arnold. 
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To secure these books please fill out this 
Questionnaire 
Have you started to build or remodel your church or Sunday-school, or will you do 


so during 1923? 





What will be the new seating capacity? .......... Sf eee 
en ee ee eee. ee re eee ee re Te ee 
Shall you build an addition, or remodel your present building? .............2eeee 
Shall you need partitions, horizontal or vertical? ......... cc cece cece ween eee eeeees 
oS | See, ren Pee ere ee ee es ee yee ee ee 
Shall you purchase any of the following equipment? ..4............eeeeeeeeen _e 
Acousticon Filing Cabinets and Indexes 
Addressing Equipment Flags (United States, etc.) 
Attendance Devices Folding Partitions 
Bibles and Testaments Hand-work 
Bible Charts and Maps Honor Rolls : 
Bible Class Register Boards Hymn Books (Song Books) 
Bicycles Hymn Book Racks 
Blackboarés Lesson Helps (Books, etc.) 
Bulletin Boards (Inside, Outside) Maps 
Card Indexes Marking Systems for Classes 
Church Acoustics Memorial Tablets for Service Men 
Church and Sunday-school Orchestra Mottoes, etc. 
Church Bells Moving Picture Machines 
Church Cushions and Hassocks Offering Boxes (Mite Boxes) 
Church Ear- Phones Pennants and Banners 
Church Furniture Pianos for Sunday-school . 
Chairs for Sunday+school Picture Rolls 
Pews Postcards (Bible Verses) 
Tables for Class Use Pulpit Bibles 
Church Organs Pulpit Lamps and Clocks 
Class Pins Pulpit Gowns (Choir Gowns) 
Class Records Radio Equipment ' 
Collection Plates Registry Boards 
Communion Supplies Scripture Calendars 
Dictating Machines Special Music . 
Duplicating Machines Stereopticons and Slides 
Duplex Envelopes Typewriters 
From whom do you expect to purchase the above? ........ 0... ccc cece e ce ccccees 
Approximately how much will your new equipment, as checked above, cost? ...... 
BO oie iis Hah ws we 5 Meee OR pS OKs Ow RK RET twin ae Re CE 
ND oe Tes Cae dnlenh ode ad aed eae hae etd. oe oS whe eee ened ce ea ae 
NAG TIIL, 56 5:5 icckin Save wig Wend wine ee NNSA Ss SN FVII Rew hae GR OER Ae Re 
Please state any further information wh‘ch you think would be of value .......... 


COSHH eee eee SHEESH HSH HESS HEHEHE SHH HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE EHH ESE HE SHH SHEE EE SES EEE ESS 


Cee eee Se HORE HEHEHE HHH HSH HSE EHH HHH HEHEHE HEE HEHEHE SEES SEH EEE EEDEOS 


Please write plainly, without using abbreviations, and address The Sunday 
School Times Service Department, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


would keep his people from starving. 





Children at Home | 





The Elephant That Came 
to Life — 
By Frederick Hall 


HIS is the story I tell to Edmund 

nearly every night while I am get- 
ting him ready for bed, and though. he 
misses some parts of it that you will un- 
derstand (Edmund is not four years old 
yet), he thinks it my best story — espe- 
cially the Bang! parts. 

Once on a time in a far-off land 
where live black people, a land to which 
we send missionaries, there came long 
months when no rain fell, and where no 
rain falls nothing can grow. . The crops 
withered and things to.eat grew scarce, 


the cupboards (if there were any cup-|. 


boards in that country) were bare, like 
that of old Mother Hubbard, and. little 
Black children cried because they had 
not enough to eat. At last the mission- 
ary said, “There will be famine among 
these poor black people whom I have 
come to heip, unless in some way we 
os find for them more food. What can 
do?” 

Now the missionary had a gun and 
some of the other white people in that 
land had guns, but the law did not let 
any black person have a gun; he could 
hunt only with spears or with bow and 





| arrows, and with spears or with bow and 


arrows it is very difficult to kill the big| 
game of that land. So the missionary} 
decided that he and some of the men| 
whom he could get to help him must go 
a-hunting. Perhaps they could kill some | 
animals and the flesh, dried in the sun, | 





So he gathered his party, white men 
with guns and black men with great! 
knives to skin and cut up the animals, | 
and they went into the tall grass, which 
grows as high as our corn grows. Care- 


| fully they looked ahead and to each 


side, to see if they could see some ani- 
mal good to eat, and carefully too they 
watched that. no animal should spring 
out upon them and eat them; and finally, 
far ahead, through the tall, waving grass, 
the missionary and his party caught 
sight of a great object that they all rec- 
ognized —an elephant. Now elephant 
meat is quite good to eat, though of 
course we never eat it— we never have 
the chance; so the missionary raised his 
gun, and the men who were with him 
raised theirs and all together the guns 
gave forth a great: 

“Bang!” 
started toward him, when all at once, to 
their great surprise, he slowly rose up. 

Again they raised their guns. 

“Bang!”, they once more went, and 
down the elephant fell, but once more 
rose up. 

“Bang!” 

For they knew they must keep firing 
until he was really dead— one must not 
approach a wounded elephant, But again 
he rose. 

“Bang!” all the guns went together, 

Once more he fell——and rose. 

“Bang!” 

And they waited and waited, but this 
time nothing stirred, and they went 
nearer and nearer, slowly and cautiously, 
fearing that he might rise once more, 
but he did not, and then in the tall grass 
| they found a wonderful thing. Not one 
| dead elephant who had risen five times, 
but six dead elephants, the five that they 
had fired at and one more killed by some 
stray shot, all lying ready to be cut up 
by the black men with their long knives, 
that they might serve for food and save 
the people from famine. 

Edmund, as I said at first, likes best 
the loud part, where we say, “Bang!” 
together, and the funny part, where I 
crawl through the tall jungle grass, 
looking this way and. that to find an ele- 
phant and to avoid being jumped on by 
beasts of prey like lions and tigers. But 
some day, when he is bigger, he may re- 
member the story, and think about the 








The elephant rolled over, and they all| 
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need of the black people and the help- 
fulness of the hunters. Some day he 
may come to realize how very interest- 
ing a thing it is to be what he calls a 
“mishery man”; and if then he himself 
should want to be one, and go away to 
some far land to help unhappy people 
whose skins are not the color of his, I 
should not mind much. In fact, I think 
I should be rather proud of him. 


DunoeE, Itz; 





SUPERIOR 








HE true story of a very real and 

lovable little girl in far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 
enjoy her games and her happy ways. 
They will see, too, that even a very 
short life may be a great blessing to 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they read the 


little book about her. 75 cents, postpaid. 
The Sunday School Times Co,, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


Gye Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, May 5, 1923 











Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Stat:s and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. ; 
$1 50 ‘Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times wil] be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Unjon at.the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to ohne address, $2 each per year. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be*sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The paper is not. sent to any subscriber 
tevend t e time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 











1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for May 20 
1 Kings 17:1 to 19:21; 21:1-29; 2 Kings 1 


Quickly Removes 
All Stains and Marks 





. For one purpose only—Sani-Flush, It 
cleans the toilet, Swiftly, easily it removes 
all stains, discolorations, incrustations, No 
scrubbing. No scouring. No hard work. 


The bowl shines! 


The trap—hidden, unhealthful—is reached 
and cleaned only by Sani-Flush. All foul 
odors are destroyed. There is no other 
preparation made that does this work. 

The ease of using it—just sprinkle Sani- 
Flush into the bowl. Follow directions on 
the can. Flush! It will not harm plumbing 
connections. Always keep Sani-Flush handy 
in the bathroom, 


Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 
hardware, plumbing and house-furnish- 
ing stores. If you cannot get it at your 
regular store, send 25c in-coin oF stamps 
for a full-sized can, postpaid. (Canadian 
price, 35c; foreign price, 50c.) 


THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO. 
Canton, Ohio 
Foreign Agents: Harold F. Ritchie & Co., Ltd. 
Toronto, Canada 
$3 Farringdon Road, London, E. C. 1, England 
China House, Sydney, Australia 


Sani-Flush 


Cleans Closet Bowls Without Scouring 
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You can be quickiy cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “its Cause and Cure.”’ It tells how I 
cured myself after stammering 20 yrs. 8B. N. Bogue, 
6473 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N, Jil, St., Indianapolis, 


31 to a2;12 








These great hymns still live. 


Do you know their story ? 


HOLD THE FORT had its origin in a message 
wigwagged from mountain to mountain during 
the Civil War. 

ONE SWEETLY SOLEMN THOUGHT re- 
formed a veteran gambler in far-off China. 

And do you know the story back of 
these hymns ? 

A Shelter in the Time of Storm 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Blessed Assurance 

Dare to Be a Daniel 

From Greenland’s ey Mountains 
How Firm a Foundation 

1 Love to Tell the Story 

Jesus Lover of My Soul 

Just as 1 Am 

My Country ’Tis of Thee 

The Ninety and Nine 


MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF 
THE GOSPEL HYMNS 


By Ira D. Sankey 

Will oot pow all about them, and about almost 

two hundred other often-used hymns. 

Invaluable for the evangelist or song leader. 

Exceptionally useful as an aid ‘to the 
pastor or superintendent. 

A beautifal gift for father or mother who 
knew Moody and Sankey as the foremost 
evangelistic powers of their generation. 

410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous 
sacred composers 
TWO DOLLARS 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 

to3r Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








Enlarging the “Scripture Gift” 
HE Rey. Francis C, Brading, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Scripture Gift 

Mission, is in this country from Great 

Britain in the interest of the American 

Branch of his Mission. Mr. Brading 

left on April 23 for Chicago and the 

West, where he will be addressing 

various Bible conferences and meetings. 

Under the secretaryship of Mr. Robert 

B. “Haines, Jr., the American work of 

this Mission has been built up to a point 

where a great demand for the Scriptures 
has accrued, there being an unusual de- 
mand for them from the Appalachian 

Mountain region and from the colored 

people in the Southern states. The 

American Committee is desirous of ex- 

tending this work and taking over the 

responsibility from the British organiza- 
tion for the circulation of the Scriptures 
in Mexico, Central America, and a great 
part of South America. Tine American 

Committee is formed of well-known 

leaders in Christian work, including Dr. 

James M. Gray, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, 

and Dr. R. A. Torrey. It is now planned 

to form an executive committee ih Phila- 
delphia, who will, with Mr. Haines, take 
over the full responsibility for the work. 

It can be easily understood that with 

these extensions larger funds will be 

necessary. 

The attractive ‘Gospels issued by the 
Mission do not cost much more than two 
cents a copy. All gifts are used in the 
circulation of the Scriptures without de- 
duction for overhead charges. A gift of 
fifty dollars will provide the circulation 
of some 2,500 Gospels, and we have the 
promise that God’s Word shall never re- 
turn to him void. Is there any ministry 
on earth more worth while than that of 
the circulation of the Scriptures them- 
selves? 

During his stay in America Mr. Brad- 


be addressed care of Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion, 119 South Fourth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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“The Message of the Cross” 


HE Rev. Gordon Watt, whose  ad- 

dresses last summer at the Stony 
Brook Conference on the Victorious Life 
were so helpful and inspiring to multi- 
tudes, and who. has come to this coun- 
try again this year, is the author of the 
new book, “The Meaning of the Cross,” 
which contains the substance of his 
studies on that subject. These studies 
are entitled, “The Threefold Message of 
the Cross,” “Our Indebtedness to the 
Cross,” “The Message of the Cross in 
the Old Testament,” “The Cross in the 
Gospels,” “The Cross in the Epistles,” 
“The Cross in the Revelation,” “The 
Mold of the Cross,” “The Imperatives of 
the Cross,” “Following the Lamb: The 
Way of the Cross.” Mr. Watt deals 
with satisfying and deep penetration of 
the profound depths of meaning flédwing 
from the fact of the Cross of Christ. 
The book may be had from: The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at $1, postpaid. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., July 14-22.—Eastern Vic- 
torious Life Conference (formerly held at 
Stony Brook). 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 
Knowlton Victorious Life Conference. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Mid- 
dle West Victorious Life Conference. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Vandergrift, Pa., May 5-13.--In care of Mr. 
J. H. McMullen, Hancock Avenue. 

Philadelphia, May 15-28.—National Bible In- 
stitute, 1418 North Sixteenth Street. 


Philadelphia, May 27.— Chambers-Wylie 
Church, evening service in interest of Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 


23-30.— 
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Webst Groves, Mo., May 29-June 10.— 





Presbyterian Church, care of the Rev. Dr. 
Skilling. 
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ing is open to invitations to address Bible | 
conferences and other meetings, and can 
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It is popular at Wheaton to work | 
| your way through 











That is a part of the college spirit in this 
vigorous, growing, centrally located college, 
where soundChristian faith and high academic 
standards are working together throughout 
the whole life of the institution. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
And because Wheaton wants to be available 
and accessible to miany of the finest type of 
young men and young women whose worth 
is not measured by their means, Wheaton 
therefore invites the support of those who | 
would like to work together with the col- 
lege in the training of such lives for high- 
est usefulness. 


Wheaton receives about one-fourth of its in- 
come from endowments, only one-half 
from tuitions, and one-fourth from—well, 
from givers like yourself! . 


Will you consider Wheaton as your partner in 
making a direct investment in Christian edu- 
cation? Please address, for full information, 


President Charles A. Blanchard, Wheaton, Illinois 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 














For Happy Days by the Sea— 





Under their broad deck porches, along the famous Board- 
walk, the world passes in review. Merry crowds throng 
the broad white beach. The sea rolls in, bringing health 
and tingling life in its salty tang and soothing sound, 

A thousand fascinating shops and amusements claim your 
interest, Or you can play golf on a sporty course, go yacht- 
ing or fishing. 

Then back to Chalfonte-Haddon Hall with keen appetite 
for a tempting meal—desire for perfect comfort, and com- 
panionship of delightful people. 

For more than fifty years these two hospitable, home-like 
hotels, now combined in ownership and management, have 
been the choice of cultivated, interesting people, bent on 
happy, health-giving days by the sea, 


American Plan Only. Always Cpen 
Write for illustrated folder and rates 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
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Tove We RS" 


Pictorial Bibles 


Bound in rench Mo- 
rocco leather, overlap- 
ping cover, with 32 col- 
ored illustrations, 


No. 02327..... $3.00 
Same as No. 02327, with 
especiallyw selected helps 


for children, and 32 en- 
gravings. 


$3.00 


At all booksellers or from 
the publishers 





OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY |f 
PRESS 
American 
Branch 


$5 W. 32d St, 
New York 











Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. 
A STUDY BIBLE 
It is a Bible, Commentary, Dictionary, History, 
Concordance Analysis, and Subject Index com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 





















FIRST MORTGAGE 
SECURITY PLUS 


Back of every Certifi- 
cate issued by this old 
and tried institution, in 
business for 28 years, 
there is gilt-edged first 
mortgage security, and 
in addition to that, all 
our surplus and assets are liable for both 
principal and interest; We pay: 

6% on Two-Year Time Certificates. 

5% on Certificates Payable on Demand. 
You can invest as little as $25 with us. 

Write for booklet, “‘6@ and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 

















The 
Ideal 
Sunday 
School 
Chair 
Write 


De. Long Furniture Co. 


Department S. S. T. 
822 Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Appearance 
Comfort 
Durability 


Design 

















BRONZE Ab1e1 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 











PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par Place. 














FURNITURE / 
Pews, Pulpits, Chai Book ¢—/ 


c vetes, Communion Ware — 
} yy PE, 

our 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


rCuu RCH 













Individual Communion Cups 


Conv t, Noisel and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N. Y, 
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THE SUNDAY 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson C ittee. 


“I, I Only, Am Left!” 


HUS wailed Israel’s “most prayer- 

prevailing prophet.” And is not this 
also the agonizing cry of many of God’s 
saints to-day? Does not the following 
from an Ohio pastor voice the pent-up 
feeling of hundreds, if not thousands, 
of pastors throughout America: “Ninety 
percent of my church have no burden 
for souls, little love for prayer, no de- 
sire for revival; but are bent on turn- 
ing the church into a social club. I have 
been tempted sorely to move, . but 
I don’t want to if it is not His will. I 
ask you to pray for me.” Ought not a 
hundred thousand members of our Sun- 
day School Times family cry earnestly 
to God in behalf of this and every sim- 
ilarly situated pastor and Christian 
worker throughout the world? Are we 
playing at prayer? Oh, for such an up- 
turning and overturning as will com- 
pletely change present conditions! “Is 
not thy grace as mighty now as when 
Elijah felt its power?” It is; and there- 
fore “while to thee our hearts we raise, 
on us thy Holy Spirit pour!” 


_ 


May 14 to 20 
Mon.—1 Kings 17: 1-7. Elijah Introduced. 


Elijah’s introduction was abrupt, fol- 
lowed by a career of abrupt events; such 
a career as would impress, if anything 
would, “apostate Israel and their apos- 
tate king.” “According to my word” (v. 
1); not spoken egotistically or in spite, 
byt as God’s mouthpiece. Israel’s con- 
dition required severe dealing,-as some- 
times ours does, 

PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray for every 
orthodox mission to the Jews; especially 
to-day for a gracious spiritual awaken- 
ing m the New York Jewish Mission 
(the Rev. Thomas M. Chalmers, Di- 
rector, 2654 Marion Avenue, New York 
City). Pray for the supply of a much 
needed building, and for a Gospel auto 
for a big open-air campaign. Pray for 
wisdom and power, Pray! 

Tues.—1 . Kings 17 : 17-24. 
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rugged prophet! Fearless before Mount 
Carmel’s hostile hosts; fearful to the 
point of panic before the word of a 
wicked woman. But there are no “de- 
spairing depths” too low for Jehovah's 
angel to reach, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
multitudes of God’s present-day all but 
despairing children. An Iowa pastor 
writes: “If only our professing Chris- 
tians would practise earnest, believmg 
prayer, all our difficulties with Modern- 
ism, looseness of morals among our peo- 
ple, and reaching the ungodly world 
would disappear.” Pray! 


Fri.—1 Kings 19 : 13-18. 
Elijah at Mount Horeb. 


“I, I only, am left,” said the still de- 
spairing prophet. “No,” said Jehovah, 
“T have yet seven thousand worshipers 
in Israel.” There may be some despair- 
ing prophet or prophetess to-day~ who 
needs a like assurance. Days of apos- 
tasy? Yes, but think of the mighty as- 
semblage if all true saints could be gath- 
ered together in one place! 


Praypr Suacestions: “J, J only, am 
Ieft’ — yes, this is the sad cry of thous- 
ands. The wife of a clergyman writes 
from another country: “Pray for my 
husband, an Episcopal rector. He has 
been captured by New Theology, has be- 
come worldly (takes part in whist drives, 
dances, and the like), and finally has de- 
serted me. Mine is a sad case.” 





(Lesson for May 20) May 5, 1923 


Sat.—2 Kings 2:1-11. Elijah’s Translation. 


Elisha’s holy persistence receiyed a 
blessed reward. Many a man with less 
of the spirit of a prophet would have 
obeyed Elijah’s request. Elisha respected 
but did no® obey, it, because he was be- 
ing led by his higher prophetic impulse. 
Besides he had a request of his own (v. 
9) which required urgent prosecution. 

PRAYER Succestions: An Indiana pas- 
tor asks prayer i a “double portion of 
God’s Spirit.” Pray for all pastors and 
others who desire like blessing: He 
writes: “I want a true baptism of the 
Spirit. The way often seems so dark. I 
am sure a thousand others are passing 
through similar experiences. May Jeho- 
vah our God pour out his Spirit upon us.” 


Sun.—Psalm 2. Christ is King. 


Christ is lord now of those who ac- 
cept his lordship, but the day is coming 
when he will be king of the whole earth 
whether men willingly accept his king- 
ship or not. He will break the haughty 
will of nations and of earthiy rulers with 
“a rod of iron.” Haste, O happy day of 
earth-clothed righteousness ! 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Even so, come, 


‘Lord Jesus.” Let this be the plea of the 


hosts of God’s redeemed on earth. But 
continue also to pray for blinded Israel, 
for the Christ-rejecting Gentile world, 
and for the Spirit-quenching Church; if 
peradventure to some of these God will 
give “repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth.” Pray! 














J. R. HEAD, of 
Kansas, wholives 
in a smal]! town 
of 631 people. 
He has made as 
high as $69.50 in 
one day selling 
Comer ° 
Weather Rain- 
coats. 























A.B.SPENOER, 
an insurance 
man who repre- 
sents us in spare 
time. We paid 
him $625 for one 
month’s spare 
time. 












4H of Ohio, who 
fipds it easy to 
earn over $500 a 
month selling 
Comer All- 
Weather Kain- 
coats, 


all You Give Me a Chance 





Elijah Raises the Widow’s Son. 


How like that widow we to-day are 
prone to be, rebellious perchance under | 
affliction, only to learn later, as this wo- 
man did (v. 24), that God was working 
out his own higher purposes. And just 
as “the only way to a man’s heart seems 
sometimes to be through his stomach,” 
so God’s only way to a man’s soul seems 
sometimes to be through his body. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for every 
Bible training school. Remember to-day 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles; tts 
nearly 500 day, over 200 evening, and 
700 correspondence students, representing 
over 30 denominations and about 40 dif- 
ferent countries. Praise God for over 


5,000 professed conversions last year. 
| Wed.—1 Kings 18 : 30-39. 


Elijah at Mount Carmel. 


The contest was not between Flijah 
and the people, but between Jehovah’s 
one faithful prophet and Baal’s 450 false 
prophets (v. 22); the people themselves 
being the judges (vs. 21-24, 399). The 
prayers of the Baal-worshipers were 
frenzied, but not effectual ; Elijah’s were 
not frenzied, but fervent and effectual. 
What made the difference? (See James 
5:16.) 

Prayer SuccEstions: Pray that God’s 
people everywhere may offer the “effect- 
ual fervent prayer OF THE RIGHTEOUS.” 
Ah, here is the back-slidden church's 
difficulty; too many of its prayers are OF 
THE UNRIGHTEOUS, and therefore get no- 
where with God. Pray for such a re- 
vival as will make prayer effectual. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 19 : 1-8. 

Elijah under the Juniper Tree. 
heroic heights to despairing 
What a plunge for Jehovah's 


From 
depths ! 








WANT to make you a special 

new offer whereby you can earn 
from $100 to $1,000 a month cash. 
And I am going to tell you how to 
get started immediately without 
waiting or delay. 


| You can be your own boss. You 
can work just as many hours a day 
as you please. You can start when 
you want to and quit when you 
want to. Yoa don’t need experi- 
ence and you get your money in 
cash every day when you earn it. 


TheseAre Facts 


Does that sound too good to be 
true? If it does, then let me tell 
you what J. R. Head did in a small 
townin Kansas. Head lives in a 
town of 631 people. He was sick, 
broke, out of a job, He accepted 
my offer. I gave him the same 
chance I am now offering you. At 
this new work he has made as high 
as $69. sofor one day’s work. 


If that isn’t enough, then let me 
tell you about E. A. Sweet of 
Michigan. He was an electrical 
engineer and didn’t know anything 
about selling. In his first month’s 
spare time he earned $243. Inside 
of six months he was making be- 
tween $800 and $1,200 a month. 


W. J. McCrary is another man I 
want tell you about. His regular 
job paid him $2.00 a day, but 
this wonderful new work has en- 
abled him to make $9,000 a year. 


Yes, and right this very minute you 
are being offered the same proposi- 
tion that has made these men so 


Do 





successful. Do you want it? 
you want to earn $40.00a day? 


to Pay YouS100aW 


. 
A Clean, High-grade 
° og: ° 
Dignified Business 
Have you ever heard of Comer All- 
Weather Coats? ‘hey are adver- 
tised in all the leading magazines. 
Think of a single coat that can be 
worn all year round. A good-look- 
ing, stylish coat that’s good for 
summer or winter—that keeps out 
wind, rain or snow, a coat that 
everybody should have, made of 
fine materials for men, women and 
children, and sells for less than the 
price of an ordinary coat. 
Now, Comer Coats are not sold in 
stores. All our orders come through 
our own representatives. Within 
the next few months we will pay 
our representatives more than three 
hundred . thousand dollars for 
sending us orders. 
And now I am offering you the 
chance to become our representa- 
tive in your territory and get your 
share of ‘that half million dollars. 
All you dois to take orders. We 
do the rest. Wedeliver. We col- 
lect and you get yous money the 
same day you take the order. 
You can see how simple it is. We 
furnish you with a complete outfit 
and tell you how to get the business 
in your territory. e help you to 
et started. ou only send us 
three average orders a day, which 
you can get in an hour orso in the 
evening, you will make $100 a week. 


Maybe You Are Worth 
$1,000 A Month 


Well, here is your chance to find 
out, for this is the same proposition 
that enabled George Ga- gags 
ron to make a clear profit § 

of Spo.ce in his first day’s 
work—the same proposi- 
tion that gave R. W. 
Krieger $20.00 net profit 
inahalfhour. Jt is the 
same opportunity 
gave A. B. Spencer $625 
cash for one month’s & NAME 
spare time a 


I need sco men andl 
women, and I need them 8 
right away. If you mail 


ase 

JUST MAIL THIS NOW! 
! THE COMER MFG. CO. 

® Dept. W-68, Dayton, Ohio. 

Please tell me, without obligation or cost 
® on my part,how I can increase my incom« 
that § from $190 to $1,000 a month as your rep- 
resentative. 


® appress * 


oe oe oe ee oe Write Plainly) #=2=== 


eek? 


the coupon at the bottom of this 
ad. I will show you th® easiest, 
quickest, simplest plan for mak- 
ing money that you ever heard 

1. will send 


you a complete 


outfit. I will send you a beauti- 
ful style book and samples of 
cloth. 


I will tell oa where to go, what 
to say, and how to succeed. 


Inside of thirty gaye you can 
have hundreds of dollars in cash. 


All you need do today is write 
your. name down below, cut 
out the coupon and mail it to me 
at once, 


You take no risk, you invest no 
money, and this may be the one 
outstanding opportunity of your 
life to earn more money than you 
ever thought possible. 


Find Out NOW! 


Remember, it doesn’t cost you a 
penny. You don’t agree to any- 
thing, and you will have a chance 
without waiting—without delay 
and without investment—to go 
right out_and make big money. 

o it. Don’t wait ail the 
coupon NOW. 


Cc. E. COMER 
THE COMER MFG. CO. 
Dept. W. 68, Daytor, Ohio. 
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